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   PHOENIX — An environmental group sued the Arizona Game and Fish Department
on Thursday in an effort to block the department from using traps that led to the death
of a rare endangered jaguar earlier this year.
    The Center for Biological Diversity filed the suit in federal court in Tucson. The suit
disputes the Game and Fish position that its permits allow it to use snares that might
inadvertently capture the rare cats.
    Just such a snare captured a jaguar nicknamed Macho B southwest of Tucson on Feb.
18. The snare was supposedly being used to track mountain lion and bear movement, but
e-mails obtained by the Arizona Daily Star newspaper earlier this year show that a Game
and Fish worker and a biologist with a jaguar detection group apparently hoped to snag a
jaguar.
    A tracking collar was placed on Macho B and he was released, but two weeks later he
was recaptured and euthanized after falling ill.
    Game and Fish and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are investigating the
circumstances of the capture and subsequent death of the big cat.
    A spokesman for Game and Fish said he couldn't immediately comment on the suit.
    "We're not rehashing what happened back then," said Michael Robinson, a spokesman
for the Tucson, Ariz.-based environmental advocacy group. "What we're doing is trying
to prevent it from happening again."
    The largest cats native to the Western hemisphere live primarily in Mexico, Central
and South America. But they're known to roam in southern Arizona and New Mexico.
The only cat native to North America that roars, they were thought to have been
eliminated in the U.S. by 1990 until two were spotted in 1996 in southern Arizona.
    The capture of Macho B was the first time one had been trapped in the U.S.
    The U.S. Interior Department abandoned a recovery plan for the jaguar in 2008 after
concluding too few of the cats had been spotted to warrant it. Its agency, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, contends U.S. land represents less than 1 percent of the species'
range, so its survival depends on other nations.
    In March, a federal judge sided with the Center for Biological Diversity in another suit
and ordered federal wildlife officials to reconsider how to help endangered jaguars
survive. The judge said that a government decision not to protect their habitat was based
on bad criteria and inconsistent with the Endangered Species Act.
    The Arizona Game and Fish Department chairs a Jaguar Conservation Team that
includes members from New Mexico's game and fish department, federal and local
government agencies and private individuals.
    The state's jaguar Web page details its efforts to track and protect the cats. It
specifically says that the agency had and still has permits to capture jaguars.
    But the permit linked to the Web site does not list jaguars, and Robinson says that
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shows the state needs to apply for a specific permit.
    A federal permit to "take" an endangered species would lay out specific steps to
protect the big cats from harm.
    "You can't just willy nilly go out there and start taking endangered species — even if
you're a state agency," Robinson said. "You have to follow the law."
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