
Better Days in Store for Jaguar? 

LAS CRUCES — The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service will designate 
habitat critical to the survival of 
the jaguar and develop a long-term 
recovery plan for the endangered 
species, the agency said Tuesday 
in an announcement welcomed by 
conservation organizations.

    “It’s a double banner day for 
jaguars and their essential U.S. 
habitats,” said Silver City-based 
Michael Robinson of the Center 
for Biological Diversity,  an 
organization that sued the Fish and 
Wildlife Service in an effort to force 
the federal government to take steps 
to promote jaguar recovery.

    Eva Sargent, Southwest program 
director for Tucson-based Defenders 
of Wildlife, which also sued the 

Fish and Wildlife Service, said 
jaguars have suffered some of their 
most signifi cant range losses in the 
Southwest.

    “A timely, scientifi c recovery 
plan is the essential fi rst step on the 
long trek to a comeback for these 
great cats,” Sargent said. “... It’s 
certainly good news to see the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service fulfi ll its 
duty under the Endangered Species 
Act to help jaguars.”

    Tuesday’s announcement 
represented a reversal for Fish and 
Wildlife, which determined in 1997 
and again in 2006 that designating 
critical habitat for the jaguar was 
“not prudent.”

    The Endangered Species Act 
required the Interior Department 
to designate critical habitat for 
the jaguar when it was listed as 
endangered in the United States in 
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1997, but based on its regulations, 
Fish and Wildlife Service concluded 
it was not prudent to do so.

    Critical habitat designation can 
curtail public uses of federal lands 
if Fish and Wildlife determines 
those activities adversely affect the 
habitat. The agency said Tuesday 
that it has no plans to reintroduce 
jaguars into the United States, but 
Robinson said that decision would 
be determined by the recovery 
plan.

    Jaguars once roamed from 
California to Louisiana, but they 
were eliminated from those areas by 
the early 1900s and are now found 
almost entirely south of the Mexican 
border. In the United States, jaguar 
sightings were limited by 1997 to 
southwestern New Mexico and 
southeastern Arizona. A jaguar was 
photographed in Hidalgo County in 
February 2006.
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