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Interior secretary adds mementos to dad's wall 

ROOTS: The U.S. Cabinet member and former Idaho governor grew up in the Inland area. 

08:05 AM PDT on Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

By PAUL DeCARLO
The Press-Enterprise 

BANNING - Jim Kempthorne watched with pride as his youngest son pinned Purple Heart medals on the uniforms of four Idaho
soldiers wounded in the Iraq war. 
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Jim Kempthorne sits among a gallery of
images of his son, Dirk Kempthorne, the
secretary of the Interior, at his Banning home. 

Dirk Kempthorne, then governor of Idaho, had asked a general to make sure each soldier could make it to Boise to receive the
decoration during what would be his final State of the State address. It was the first time anything like that had been done, said the
elder Kempthorne, 89, of Banning. 

"He is an innovator," Kempthorne said. "He always liked to do things different than anybody else." 

It's a trait Dirk Kempthorne carried with him to Washington, D.C., where he is serving as interior secretary. 

The boy who grew up on Fremontia Street in San Bernardino and sold vegetables door to door during summer vacations now is in
charge of more than 500 million acres of U.S. land and 70,000 employees. Dirk Kempthorne oversees the National Park Service, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Land Management. 

The former Idaho governor and U.S. senator once worked as a janitor, sweeping floors and washing laundry at Community Hospital
of San Bernardino. 

To the Senate, he brought the wooden gavel he had used as student body president at San Gorgonio High School in 1970. 

To his new assignment, he brings a long list of environmental critics. More than 100 conservation organizations opposed his
confirmation last month. 

The Sierra Club contends that he supports Arctic drilling, opposes the protection of wild forests and will sabotage the Endangered
Species Act. His career voting record on environmental issues earned him a 1 percent lifetime score with the League of
Conservation Voters. 

"It's Orwellian" said Kassie Siegel of Joshua Tree, director of the Center for Biological Diversity's Climate, Air, and Energy Program.
"It's just another example of this administration putting someone who's devoted his career to dismantling environmental protections in
charge of the agencies that are supposed to be enforcing our environmental law." 

Dirk Kempthorne, an avid mountain biker, said he is confident he'll find a balance with the opposition. In his first major action as
interior secretary, he added more than 800 miles to the national trails system, including the 22-mile Mountains to Sea trail, linking



Weir Canyon near Corona to the Irvine Ranch Land Reserve. 

"I bring to the position an approach of consensus-building and pragmatism," he said by phone from Washington during a recent
interview. "I don't believe that the environment and a strong economic atmosphere are mutually exclusive." 

On one wall of an office inside Kempthorne's father's home is a shrine to the 54-year-old politician. Campaign stickers accompany
framed photos of Dirk Kempthorne at various stages of his political journey -- mayor of Boise, Idaho, 1985-92; U.S. senator,
1992-98; governor of Idaho, 1998 to 2006. 

"He never lost an election," said Jim Kempthorne. 

The elder Kempthorne moved to Banning six years ago from San Bernardino, where he had run the American Surgical Corp.
Kempthorne's other two sons, Mark and James, now run the business. 

A dedicated football fan, Kempthorne said his youngest son's name is a spinoff from one of his gridiron heroes, former Detroit Lions
running back and Hall of Famer Doak Walker. 

"I was thinking 'Doak Kempthorne,' but it just didn't hit right," Jim Kempthorne remembered. "He was going to be on the football page.
I never thought it'd be on the political page or the front page."
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