
Imperiled bird could expand waterway rules

Nearly 1,600 miles of waterways in the
Southwest may face additional regula-
tion to help an endangered bird, ac-
cording to a critical habitat map released
Tuesday.

The proposed habitat map for the south-
western willow flycatcher includes
streams, rivers and lake edges from the
Southern California coast to Southern
Colorado, but 42 percent of the acre-
age is in Arizona. Of the 157,665 acres
designated in Arizona, nearly one-third
is private property and most of the rest
is federal land.

In Southern Arizona, the map includes
portions of the Gila and San Pedro riv-
ers.

Critical habitat - a contentious element
of the Endangered Species Act that has
become a magnet for litigation - covers
areas biologists consider important to
the recovery of imperiled wildlife. Map-
ping critical habitat doesn't create a park
or refuge, but it may force additional
federal review of projects and lead to
land- and water-use restrictions.

Continuing a policy advocated by the
Clinton administration, President Bush's
Interior Department has argued that
critical habitat "provides little additional
protection to most listed species," but
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environmentalists say the protections
are crucial for helping species recover.

The map covers areas in the 100-year
flood plain and aims to protect the lush
riparian vegetation the flycatcher de-
pends on. Listed as endangered in
1995, the insect-eating bird migrates to
the Southwest in late spring to breed
and winters in Mexico, Central America
and possibly South America.

In 1997, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service mapped 599 river miles in Ari-
zona, New Mexico and California as
critical habitat. A lawsuit from environ-
mentalists forced the agency to redraw
the maps, and since 1997 more breed-
ing locations have been found in Colo-
rado, Nevada and Utah.

Brian Nowicki of the Tucson-based
Center for Biological Diversity, which
sued to force a new map, said he is glad
the critical habitat is larger than in 1997.

But he said the map was drawn "to ex-
clude large and important sections of
willow flycatcher habitat, apparently for
purely political motives."

Fish and Wildlife created the map after
a series of public meetings in the region
and it is now seeking more input.

"We're asking if our rationale for desig-
nating critical areas needs to be refined,"
said Dale Hall, director of Fish and

Wildlife's Southwest region. "Are ad-
equate protections already in place?
Have essential areas been omitted?
What are the anticipated costs of des-
ignating various areas?"

Fish and Wildlife said it is almost done
with an economic analysis of the map.
A court ruling requires the agency to
make a final decision on critical habitat
by Sept. 30, 2005.


