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Residents of Hinkley will have their day in court. 

Helphinkley.org and the Center for Biological Diversity filed a lawsuit Thursday against San Bernardino County
challenging the Board of Supervisors' approval of a Nursery Products sludge composting facility near Hinkley. 

The Environmental Law and Justice Clinic and the Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment will represent the people
of Hinkley for free. 

Kassie Siegel, the climate, air and energy program director with the Center for Biological Diversity, said the county did
not do an adequate job analyzing the impact the facility would have on air quality and the environmental fragile habitats
for local species, especially the desert tortoise. The suit asks the county to re-examine the environmental information,
Siegel said. 

"The environmental review was inadequate," she said. "Basically, we are asking the judge to invalidate the approval." 

Many Hinkley residents feared that after the Board of Supervisors' upheld a Planning Commission decision to issue a
conditional-use permit to Nursery Products, their only course of action would be expensive court action. Ingrid Brostrom,
an attorney with the Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment, said she did not want money to be an obstacle for
Hinkley. Her firm and the Environmental Law and Justice Clinic decided to take the case for free. 

"Hinkley, it seems to me, is not a wealthy town, and this seems like a important case to bring," Brostrom said. 

Norman Diaz, Hinkley activist and organizer of Helphinkley.org, said the residents of Hinkley would happily accept the
help of the law firms. He said Hinkley residents would continue to raise funds and help out where they can with the
ensuing legal process. Residents have made a goal of raising $15,000 to help off-set legal costs and have volunteered to
help with copying and administrative work, he said. 

"We're very lucky," Diaz said. "We would have done something ... but realistically, without their help, I don't think we
could do it." 

Brostrom said her law firm has a policy of representing communities that lack the resources to take environmental cases to
court. 

"I think one of the most egregious aspects of their decision was their analysis of an alternative and not looking at an
enclosed facility," she said of the board's approval. 

The suit is against the county, not Nursery Products, Siegel said, however Nursery Products has been named as a party of
interest in the suit. 

Chris Seney, director of operations for Nursery Products, said he has confidence in the decision made by the Board of
Supervisors. 

"The county did a thorough year-long environmental review," he said. 

The suit highlights what Siegel called a trend of not examining the impact new facilities would have on greenhouse gas
emissions. She said the new facility would produce significant quantities of greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide
and methane. 

Erin Brockovich, who helped the people of Hinkley win a class-action lawsuit against Pacific Gas and Electric for
chromium 6 poisoning, was unavailable for comment on Thursday. 



"This lawsuit underscores the gravity and impact of the proposed sludge plant on the health and safety of countless people
living in and around Hinkley, California," Brockovich said in a prepared statement. "Whenever the potential exists for the
environment and health of others to be severely compromised by exposure to hazardous pollutants, it is only through
awareness, information and perseverance that we can protect ourselves, our families and our health." 

Brostrom said Brockovich would not be trying the case but has expressed interest in helping with the case. 

Michael Sachs, chief deputy county counsel, would not comment on the lawsuit. He said that as of 4 p.m. on Thursday the
county had not yet received a copy of the suit.
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