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Feds considering 58 Hawaii species for endangered status

By AUDREY MCAVOY
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

HONOLULU -- The federal government plans to consider classifying 58 Hawaii species as endangered, including two
rare Kauai birds, a conservation group said Friday.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service expects to decide within two years whether the species are endangered, the agency's
director told a U.S. House Appropriations Committee panel this week, the Center for Biological Diversity said.

The Hawaii species make up more than half of the 92 species the agency may add to the endangered list.

Scientists say degraded habitats, disease and predatory nonnative mammals may be leading to a rapid decline in Hawaii's
native forest birds. Hurricane Iniki in 1992 also hurt Kauai bird populations.

The two Kauai birds up for consideration are the akikiki and the akekee honeycreepers.

Akekee birds, also known as the Kauai akepa, are yellow and green with short blue bills and long notched tails. They
forage for small insects in ohia trees and favor native forests in mountainous areas at elevations above 3,200 feet,
according to the National Biological Information Infrastructure Web site.

Researchers in the late 1960s and early 1970s found the akekee in two populations, one in Kokee State Park and another
small population in the Makaleha Mountains.

But the state Department of Land and Natural Resources said researchers have had trouble spotting the Kauai akepa in
recent years.

The American Bird Conservancy last year said the akekee's population was estimated to be as low as 2,506 compared
with about 8,000 in 2000.

The akikiki have dark feathers above and light feathers below and boast pink bills. Their current population could be as
low as 782, down from about 7,000 birds in 1970, according to the American Bird Conservancy.

Hawaii already leads the nation in the number of endangered and threatened species with 329.

Hawaii had at least 71 endemic bird species in 1778, but 26 of those have since become extinct. Over 30 are now listed
as endangered or threatened.

The last Hawaii bird added to the list was the Oahu elepaio in 2000.

Other Hawaii species up for consideration are the picture wing fly and the blackline megalagrion damselfly.

The other 52 Hawaii species are plants.

Among the mainland species that may make it on the endangered list are the sand dune lizard and five springsnails from
Arizona and New Mexico.


