
Court order forces restrictions on hatcheries

 A court order is forcing the California 
Department of Fish and Game to 
restrict releases of hatchery-raised 
fi sh because of their effect on native 
fi sh and amphibians in some rivers 
and lakes.

The Sacramento Superior Court 
ruling stems from a decision in 2007 
that ordered the DFG to analyze 
the impact of stocking programs on 
native fi sh and amphibians.

The analysis was supposed to be 
released this year, but the DFG has 
lagged on the project, which is now 
set to be accomplished by 2010.

The lag time made it necessary to 
impose interim restrictions until the 
analysis is completed, said Noah 
Greenwald, the biodiversity program 
director for the Center for Biological 
Diversity.

“Fish and Game should still be able 
to stock hatchery fi sh, but in places 
where they know they won’t be 
harming native species,” Greenwald 
said.

Over the next few months, the DFG 
and environmental groups will try 
to formulate a compromise of where 
the DFG can stock and where they 

can’t until the analysis is unveiled. 
If a compromise is not found, the 
department could face an injunction 
that would stop or reduce its salmon 
and trout stocking programs.

Trout stocking of high-Sierra lakes 
has caused the most controversy.

Greenwald said stocking trout in these 
lakes has imperiled the mountain 
yellow-legged frog.

Out of the 10,000-plus Sierra Nevada 
lakes, 70 to 75 percent have non-
native fi sh, experts say. Because these 
fi sh eat tadpoles and smaller frogs, 
they have cut the yellow-legged 
frogs’ population by more than 90 
percent from historic levels.

“On a hopeful note, a cessation of 
stocking and the removal of non-
native trout from key sites can allow 
the recovery of mountain yellow-
legged frogs and other native species,” 
said Roland Knapp, a research 
scientist with the Sierra Nevada 
Aquatic Research Laboratory.

There have already been some 
successful efforts in the eastern 
Sierra to eradicate non-native trout 
and to reintroduce the frogs in small 
high-Sierra lakes.

In Yosemite in 2006, yellow-legged 
frogs were reintroduced into three 

lakes with only moderate success.

The stocking programs are mostly 
in place to keep fi sh plentiful for 
anglers.

“Our stocking program has important 
benefi ts to many small businesses 
and communities that depend on 
fi shing,” said DFG Director Donald 
Koch.

Greenwald also said that the stocking 
programs can affect the wild 
trout populations in rivers. Often, 
especially hatchery-raised brook 
trout, out-compete wild golden and 
rainbow trout, he said.

“We aren’t trying to shutdown 
hatchery fish,” Greenwald added. 
“Just trying to make the programs 
better.”
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