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Habitat-Monarchs need it preserved  

In recent days, Wichitans have been witnessing a rite of early fall: Thousands of monarch butterflies 
fluttering through Kansas skies on their way south for the winter. 

It's one of the grand spectacles of nature, although urban folk might miss this great migration if 
they're not paying attention. The distinctive orange and black monarchs often wing overhead in 
ones, or twos, a small passing glimpse of beauty against the sky. 

Some 100 million monarchs are thought to migrate from the United States to Mexico each year. 

It's good to notice them. Because what we don't see, we don't value. What is invisible becomes 
vulnerable. 

At a time of unprecedented human pressure on Earth, from global warming to widespread alteration 
of landscapes, our natural resources are threatened if humans don't preserve the varied habitat upon 
which wild creatures and plants depend. 

Biologists warn that the monarchs, for example, might disappear from our autumn skies if crucial 
winter habitat in the pine and fir forests near Mexico City continues to be cut down. 

That's why it was wrong for the U.S. House of Representatives last week to approve rushed changes 
in the landmark Endangered Species Act that would, among other misguided moves, reduce the 
importance of protecting crucial habitat. 

As any wildlife biologist will tell you, saving threatened and endangered species means saving 
habitat. The two goals are inseparable -- in fact, the presence of certain species often is a marker of 
the health of the entire ecosystem. 

Tim Barksdale, a professional wildlife filmmaker who has worked all over the world from the Arctic 
to Tierra del Fuego, was in Wichita recently to talk about his efforts to film the elusive ivory-billed 
woodpecker, thought extinct for 60 years but now, according to a team of biologists, rediscovered in 
the backwoods of Arkansas. 

Barksdale said that in months of patient stalking, he got one glimpse of an ivory-billed (of course, he 
didn't have his camera set up at the time). It was a thrill. 

He told The Eagle editorial board of the crucial importance of preserving habitat, of recognizing that 
forests are "more than the source of boards and pulp," and that prairies are not empty. 

Biological diversity is itself a source of wealth. 

The Senate and the White House should put the brakes on misguided efforts to weaken the 
Endangered Species Act. 

It's the habitat, stupid. 

For the editorial board, Randy Scholfield  
 


