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Habitat reduction studied 

FRENCH  VALLEY ---- A plan to study 
and possibly shrink an integral part of the 
county’s habitat conservation plan has 
environmental groups crying foul, saying 
a county agency was misled.

The area to be studied, known as “Core 
2,” is generally in an unincorporated part 
of the county with a portion of it along 
Warm Springs Creek on the east side 
the Hogbacks, a range of hills in eastern 
Murrieta. Earlier this week, the Western 
Riverside County Regional Conservation 
Authority, which oversees the county’s 
regional conservation plan, voted to fi nd 
out if Core 2 will be able to do what it was 
intended to do ---- protect wildlife.

Supporters of the change, and the study the 
board approved, say the amount of devel-

opment near Core 2 has compromised the 
habitat area. Documents from Monday’s 
meeting state the study will analyze re-
placing land in Core 2 with land in other 
areas, such as Anza.

 Core 2 was established in June 2004, 
but authority interim Executive Director 
Tom Mullen said Thursday he does not 
think it’s too soon to consider changes to 
the area.

The process to make minor plan changes, 
called a refi nement, was envisioned by 
the county and federal and state wildlife 
agencies as part of the ongoing process of 
working with the plan, said Mullen, the 
former county supervisor generally cred-
ited with being the “father” of the habitat 
plan. The study is expected to cost about 
$150,000, he said.

Authority board member Chuck Wash-

ington, a Temecula councilman, said 
Thursday he voted for the study because 
he saw it as an opportunity to make the 
plan better.

But environmental groups say the study is 
backed indirectly by Palos Verdes-based 
developer Winchester 700, which wants to 
build 1,034 homes on 454 acres at Win-
chester and Briggs roads in French Valley . 
Last year, Winchester 700 proposed delet-
ing large chunks of the core and replacing 
them with habitat in Anza.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
California Department of Fish and Game 
rejected Winchester 700’s plan in Novem-
ber. Murrieta and the county are behind 
the most recent request to the authority 
but any changes would still have to be 
approved by the federal and state wildlife 
agencies.

“The board appeared to be laying the 
groundwork for a land grab, which is what 
we were seeing with Winchester 700,” said 
Bob Wheeler, a Murrieta resident and a 
member of the Elsinore-Murrieta-Anza 
Resource Conservation District. “They 
may not be aware that’s what they were 
doing. It appeared to me they may have 
been somewhat misled by staff.”

Monica Bond, a biologist with the Center 
for Biological Diversity, said Thursday 
that her group’s position was totally 
misrepresented to the board Monday as 
supporting the refi nement.

Mullen told the board, and stated again 
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Thursday, that the environmental group 
supported amending Core 2 and was 
among a number of environmental groups 
in 2003 that proposed changes to the habi-
tat area, he said.

Bond said that proposal was made before 
the area was established as part of the 
planning process.

“This is a complete perversion of what the 
center represented,” she said, adding that 
she sent two letters to the authority since 
then ---- one in April 2005 and another 
March 2 ---- stating the center’s opposition 
to a major reduction of Core 2.


