
1. ENDANGERED SPECIES: Deadline set for listing decision on Gunnison sage 
grouse (08/19/2009) 

Noelle Straub, E&E reporter 

A federal judge approved an agreement today requiring the Fish and Wildlife Service to decide by June 30, 2010, whether to list the 
Gunnison sage grouse under the Endangered Species Act. 

Judge Reggie Walton of the U.S. District Court of Washington, D.C., approved the agreement between FWS, a western Colorado 
county and a coalition of environmental groups to settle a lawsuit challenging the government's decision in 2006 not to list the chicken-
like bird. 

The service had already filed notice in March that it would reconsider listing the bird after an Interior Department inspector general 
report last year found that there had been political meddling in the decision to deny it protection. The scathing report said former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior Julie MacDonald and other Bush administration officials interfered with the agency's 
decision-making on numerous species, including the sage grouse. 

Since March, FWS has been negotiating with plaintiffs to determine a date by which the status review for the Gunnison sage grouse 
would be completed. Typically, such reviews -- which look at things like a species' abundance, distribution, population trends and 
threats -- take one year to complete (Land Letter, April 2). 

"After years of political interference, it is time for a speedy, unbiased decision that will provide the Gunnison sage-grouse the help it 
needs," Erin Robertson, senior staff biologist for the Center for Native Ecosystems in Denver, said in a statement. 

Environmental groups involved in the suit said annual counts this spring showed that all but two of the eight populations of Gunnison 
sage grouse continued to decline in 2009 and that some populations have been reduced to fewer than 10 birds. 

"We are eager to secure protection for the Gunnison sage-grouse as soon as possible," Commissioner Joan May of San Miguel 
County, Colo., said in a statement. "Long-term viability of the species is unquestionably at risk now, and every additional delay 
decreases the likelihood of full recovery." 

In addition to San Miguel County, groups seeking protections for the sage grouse include Audubon, the Black Canyon Audubon 
Society, the Center for Biological Diversity, the Center for Native Ecosystems, the Larch Co., Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility, the Sheep Mountain Alliance and WildEarth Guardians. The coalition is represented by attorneys with the Center for 
Biological Diversity, San Miguel County and the Western Environmental Law Center. 

The species now occurs only in southwestern Colorado and southeastern Utah, with an estimated 4,000 to 5,000 breeding individuals. 
Livestock grazing, oil and gas drilling, motorized recreation and urbanization have contributed to the long-term decline of the grouse, 
but there has been disagreement about whether the bird's survival is in serious danger. 

The Gunnison sage grouse, first identified by researchers in the 1970s as distinct from the more common greater sage grouse, was 
recognized by the American Ornithologists' Union in 2000 as a separate species. 

If the Fish and Wildlife Service does list the grouse, ranching, energy development and other activities would be subject to additional 
scrutiny to protect the bird. A recommendation for a threatened or endangered listing for the sage grouse would take an additional 
year to be finalized. 

 

8/29/2009http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/print/2009/08/19/1



   

  

 

The Premier Information Source for Professionals Who Track Environmental and Energy Policy.  

© 1996-2009 E&E Publishing, LLC Privacy Policy  Site Map 

8/29/2009http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/print/2009/08/19/1


