
ANGELS CAMP -- Several environmen-
tal groups are seeking again to protect the
California spotted owl, saying the bird
faces increased threats from logging, West
Nile virus and a potential predator from
the north.

The Center for Biological Diversity, the
Sierra Nevada Forest Protection Campaign
and five other conservation groups on
Wednesday petitioned the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to protect the owl as an
endangered species.

It is the second time in a little more than
four years the groups have sought En-
dangered Species Act protection for the
owl, which lives throughout the Sierra
Nevada and California's southern coast
ranges.

In April 2000, the groups filed a similar
petition that the Fish and Wildlife Service
rejected last year, in part based on pro-
tection measures included in a 2001 Si-
erra management plan known as the Si-
erra Nevada Framework.

But the Bush Administration replaced that
2001 plan with a new plan earlier this year
that many conservation groups believe
will damage the owl and the Sierra in gen-
eral because it allows for substantially
more logging.

Noah Greenwald, with the Center for Bio-
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logical Diversity, said without adequate
protection for old-growth forests that the
owl calls home, it needs the safety net of
the Endangered Species Act.

Craig Thomas of the Sierra Nevada For-
est Protection Campaign said the original
2001 framework plan focused on protect-
ing and restoring old-growth forests,
which provide habitat for a host of spe-
cies.

The Bush administration plan, Thomas
said, "aims to cut them down."

The environmental groups say the Cali-
fornia spotted owl is dying at a faster rate
than the northern spotted owl, which al-
ready has been designated as a threatened
species under the Endangered Species Act.

But Al Donner of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service said Wednesday that the Cali-
fornia spotted owl was seen in more than
2,000 locations just a few years ago.

He said those sightings and the belief that
current federal and private land manage-
ment practices were helping the owls
prompted the service to reject the special
protection request last year.

Although the seven environmental groups
that filed Wednesday's petition say the
2004 framework hurts the owls and other
old-growth forest-dependent species, the
U.S. Forest Service believes the plan
would do a better job of protecting them.

Matt Mathes, a Forest Service regional
spokesman, said the 2001 framework
came up short in protecting the forest
from catastrophic wildfire because it re-
lied too heavily on unrealistic prescribed
burning targets.

The new framework plan, Mathes said,
relies on more logging but will spare big-
ger trees that serve as owl habitat.

However, Thomas said the framework
change isn't the owl's only threat. He said
increased logging on private lands in the
Sierra also is a concern, as is the West
Nile virus.

"Owls are very susceptible to West Nile
virus and we're fairly certain it'll show up
in the Sierra," he said.

Thomas said the spotted owl also is being
threatened by the barred owl, which he
said is coming down from Oregon and
Washington. Thomas said the barred owl
is bigger and more aggressive than the
spotted owl and will attack and kill it.
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