
 
Group sues to overturn city's approval of project 

SAN BERNARDINO: It says the Arrowhead Springs development will harm the environment. 
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By IMRAN GHORI / The Press-Enterprise 
A conservation group is suing 
to overturn San Bernardino's 
approval of plans that would 
transform the historic 
Arrowhead Springs hotel and 
conference grounds into a resort 
with up to 1,350 homes and 1 
million square feet of 
commercial and office space.  

The Center for Biological 
Diversity, which has an office 
in Joshua Tree, is accusing city 
officials of poor planning and 
ignoring threats to the 
environment in approving a 
specific plan that lays the 
groundwork for the project. The 
group filed its writ of mandate 
in San Bernardino County 
Superior Court on Thursday.  

On Nov. 2, the San Bernardino 
City Council approved a new 
general plan that paves the way 
for city annexation of the hotel 
and about 2,000 acres of 
surrounding rolling foothills 
near Highway 18 in northern 
San Bernardino.  

The city is working with 
property owner Campus 
Crusade for Christ and the 
American Development Group 
to redevelop the property and 
reopen the 115-room hotel. The 
project would also include a 
new 300-room hotel, a 199-acre 
golf course, 1,350 single-family 
and multifamily homes, a 

conference center and 14 acres 
of office space.  

San Bernardino Development 
Services Director James Funk 
said the project is expected to 
bring $7 million in revenue to 
the city from sales, hotel-bed 
and property taxes.  

David Hogan, urban wildlands 
program director for the Center 
for Biological Diversity, said 
the city's environmental review 
did not survey for wildlife and 
habitat and ignored comments 
from the U.S. Forest Service 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  

"The project will result in very 
significant harm to the natural 
environment," Hogan said.  

"It will totally divert a natural 
stream, bulldoze hundreds of 
acres of natural habitat and 
jeopardize endangered species."  

But Funk said the project had 
the "most detailed 
environmental study of any 
specific plan that has ever been 
presented to the city."  

Funk said the project must 
undergo further scrutiny and 
environmental review before it 
is completely approved. He 
added that 72 percent of the site 
will remain as open space.  

Hogan said the location is a 
poor one for the project because 
of its proximity to the San 
Bernardino National Forest and 
increased fire risk.  

Funk said the project includes 
several fire-protection measures 
including a buffer zone, an 
irrigated vineyard and golf 
course, a fire station within the 
development and homes built to 
modern fire codes that "makes 
this one of the safest sites that 
have been developed at the edge 
of the national forest."  

A representative for American 
Development Co. could not be 
reached for comment Thursday.  

Reach Imran Ghori at (909) 
806-3061 or ighori@pe.com  
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