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A Bay Area environmental group 
filed a motion in federal court 
Monday to protect from pesticides a 
frog that thrives in West Marin but is 
disappearing elsewhere in the state.

The move by the Center for 
Biological Diversity is the latest 
in a series of court actions over the 
threatened red-legged frog, which 
grows up to 6 inches long and 
sports a red stomach and hind legs.

In Marin, the frog can be found 
in Bolinas Lagoon, Point Reyes, 
Tomales Bay, the Belvedere Lagoon 
watershed and on the Tiburon 
Peninsula - all areas that fall under 
a new habitat designation area.

The frogs once numbered in 
the millions and now are in the 
tens of thousands, officials said.

“One of the three populations in 
the state with more than a few 
hundred is at Point Reyes,” said 
Jeff Miller, a spokesman for the 
Center for Biological Diversity. 
“All the other populations statewide 
are smaller and fragmented.”

The environmental group is asking 
the U.S. District Court in San 
Francisco to create pesticide buffer 

zones around the frog’s habitat and 
require consumer hazard warnings 
on chemicals that pose a threat.

“These pesticides are one of 
the  reasons  for  the  decl ine 
of the species,” Miller said.

The group is asking the court 
to stop the use of the pesticides 
around aquatic features and 
upland areas within the frog’s 
habitat and to post signs warning 
consumers about harmful effects 
pesticides might have on the frog 
where the chemicals are sold.

Once prized as a culinary treat, 
the population of the largest native 
frog in the western United States 
has declined signifi cantly since the 
1865 publication of Mark Twain’s 
classic “The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County,” a short 
story about a frog named “Dan’l 
Webster” that could “get over more 
ground in one straddle than any 
animal of his breed you ever see.”

At one time, the frog was prevalent 
throughout the state from the Sierra 
Nevada to the coast, but sprawl, 
water diversion and agriculture 
sent populations plummeting.

Their backs are characterized by 
black fl ecks and larger, irregular 
dark blotches with outlines of 
brown, gray, lavender or red. As 
tadpoles, they are dark brown 

and yellow with darker spots.

The U.S.  Fish and Wildl i fe 
Service designated the frog as 
a threatened species in 1996.

“We owe it to future generations to 
ensure that toxic chemicals do not 
destroy the frog or the wetlands it 
depends on and these pesticide-
application buffer zones are 
reasonable and effective protection,” 
sa id  Cen te r  fo r  B io log ica l 
Diversity attorney Brent Plater.
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