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BARSTOW - An 
environmental watchdog 
group claims a federal 
agency has failed to 
protect such sensitive 
species as the desert 
tortoise in the Mojave 
Desert while focusing on 
off-road-vehicle 
activities.  

The Center for Biological 
Diversity in Tucson, Ariz., 
says federal rangers 
assigned to the Barstow 
office of the Bureau of 
Land Management are 
devoting excessive time 
to off-roaders at places 
like the Dumont Dunes 
north of Baker, Johnson 
and Stoddard valleys 
south of Barstow, and El 
Mirage dry lake near 
Adelanto.  

"(Meanwhile), sensitive 
areas with high natural-
resource and wilderness 
values receive scant 
attention," said ecologist 
Daniel Patterson, the 
center's desert program 
director.  

"We believe BLM rangers 
. . . devote an inordinate 
amount of time and 
resources to patrol and 
enforcement activities 

within (these) designated 
off-road-vehicle open 
areas."  

He said rangers focus on 
vehicle registration, drug 
activity and public safety 
in the areas, which 
contain critical habitat for 
various endangered 
animals and plants.  

Roxie Trost, the federal 
bureau's Barstow area 
manager, said five 
rangers patrol the vast 
region, which comprises 
about 3 million acres. 
"We feel that this 
coverage is as balanced 
as possible," she said. 

Beyond that, Trost would 
only say the complaint 
will be reviewed by her 
agency's solicitor's office 
in Sacramento.  

The issue is linked to a 
lawsuit filed by the 
environmental group in 
2000 against the 
Department of Interior 
and the bureau, a 
subsidiary agency. 

The parties reached a 
settlement agreement 
that requires the bureau 
to protect the desert 

tortoise in several areas 
in the western Mojave, 
including Superior Valley, 
Newberry-Rodman 
mountains and the 
Helendale area. 

"The settlement remains 
in effect," Patterson said.  

He said the bureau also 
agreed to provide the 
Center for Biological 
Diversity with monthly 
reports documenting 
public compliance with 
restrictions and closures 
of specified off-road-
vehicle routes.  

The agency issued 
monthly reports for a 
time, but Patterson said 
the most recent report 
was received last 
summer. Furthermore, 
he said the methodology 
used by the bureau to 
detect and deter off-
road-vehicle violations in 
tortoise habitat was 
"highly inadequate." 

Patterson said the bureau 
never posted notices of 
route closings in the west 
Mojave, and monitoring 
reports failed to indicate 
the degree of off-road-
vehicle use on these 



closed routes. Nor did 
the reports include 
specific dates and 
duration of ranger 
patrols. 

The center might go back 
to federal court over the 
lack of reports as a 
violation of the 
settlement agreement. 

 


