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To their credit, the actions of fed-
eral officials in the wake of emergency
flood control measures taken to spare
homes and lives during the recent
flooding in Mesquite show the influ-
ence of common sense. A compromise
has been worked out to fast-track a
plan that will permit flood control work
and, at the same time, protect and re-
store the habitat of such threatened or
endangered species as the Southwest-
ern willow flycatcher, the Yuma clap-
per rail, the Virgin River chub and an-
other minnow known as the woundfin.

"As far as any fines, that's pretty
much satisfied there won't be any-
thing," announced Mesquite Mayor
Bill Nicholes at the conclusion of a
two-hour Wednesday meeting with of-
ficials from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, the Army Corps of Engineers
and the city.

But none of this satisfies the Green
extreme, of course. Enjoying the sun-

shine down in Tucson, 400 safe miles
away from any risk of watching a
churning wall of mud bear down on
their homesteads, officers of the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity on Tues-
day sent a notice of the group's intent
to sue the Department of the Interior
over the inaction of the Fish and Wild-
life Service when locals in Mesquite
piled up some emergency earthen
berms and cleared out the channel of
the tiny Virgin River, allowing flood-
waters to flow downstream.

Why, by allowing the locals to
protect human life and housing through
"nonemergency channel relocation ac-
tivities in the Virgin River without com-
plete consultation," the G-men failed
to "obey mandated advocacy require-
ments to protect endangered species
and their habitats," shrieks the letter,
signed by Michelle Harrington, direc-
tor of the CBD's "Rivers Program."
"Nonemergency?" There was a flood,
for heaven's sake. We've got pictures.

"You can't manage a river through
the eyes of a mayor and a heavy equip-
ment operator," sneers Daniel
Patterson, an "ecologist" for the CBD.
Yet Mr. Patterson imagines he can or
should have the power to make emer-
gency flood control decisions for the
residents of Mesquite from his quar-
ters down by the Tucson Mall?

Folks from the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity famously report they don't
care who thinks they're nuts. It shows.

Working to save their homes and
livestock is a "natural" human behav-
ior, like beavers building a dam. Isn't
"nature" what this is all about? Or does
the CBD consider us an "invasive, non-
native species"? Would the CBD sue
Fish and Wildlife if the G-men "stood
by" and allowed a family of beavers
to engage in "channel relocation ac-
tivities without completing consulta-
tions"?

As far back as 2001, The Wall
Street Journal noted the Department

of the Interior was tied up with 80 "en-
dangered species" lawsuits, and had
been served with notices of 95 more,
the majority filed by a relatively small
group of zealots including ... the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity.

"The worry is that some of these
lawsuits are brought not out of con-
cern for the species but out of oppo-
sition to development in general," said
Interior Department spokesman Mark
Pfeifle. "They're using the critical habi-
tat lawsuits to basically shut down
growth."

It doesn't help that plaintiffs fees
for such lawsuits -- when successful -
- are paid by the victimized taxpay-
ers, themselves. Nice work if you can
get it.


