
 
Green groups sue to halt houses

COMPLAINTS: They say the Lake Arrowhead project is too large and will be on unsafe slopes.
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By IMRAN GHORI / The Press-Enterprise 
Four environmental groups filed suit 
Thursday over San Bernardino 
County's approval of a 57-home 
project in Lake Arrowhead that they 
say is too large and would be built in 
an unsafe area.  

The San Bernardino Valley 
Audubon Society, along with the 
Save Our Forest Association, Sierra 
Club, and Center for Biological 
Diversity, filed suit in San 
Bernardino County Superior Court, 
seeking to overturn approval of the 
project.  

Supervisors approved the Hawarden 
Development Co. project Nov. 15 
despite opposition from 
environmentalists and some 
residents who say the county 
disregarded its own rules -- 
including an April 2004 upgrade of 
mountain-area fire-safety standards 
and a general-plan policy 
discouraging development on steep 
slopes.  

"The county really had to dodge and 
weave around existing general-plan 
policies and overlook a lot of 
established county guidelines that 
should have significantly modified 
this project," said Peter Jorris, a 
board member with the San 
Bernardino Valley Audubon 
Society.  

The project, known as Blue Ridge 
Estates at Lake Arrowhead, would 
be built on about 40 acres south of 
Cumberland and Blue Ridge drives.  

Critics say the county did not 
properly address concerns over fire 
safety, water supply and disturbance 
of the southern rubber boa, a 
protected species of snake.  

The environmental-impact report 
studied all the issues raised by 
opponents, said Julie Rynerson, 
chief of current planning for the 
county's land-use services division.  

Fire safety has been a particular 
concern, with opponents saying that 
the county should apply tougher 
rules prohibiting construction on 
steep slopes approved after the Old 
Fire of 2003. They have also called 
for completion of Cumberland Drive 
to Highway 18 as an evacuation 
route.  

County officials say the homes will 
be built to new standards even 
though the Hawarden project was 
submitted to county planners before 
the new rules were approved. They 
also noted that the project will 
include an access route through the 
adjacent Camp Wiley Woods.  

"The fire authorities, the ones who 
are experts, walked the entire site 
and were comfortable with the 
conditions that were applied," 
Rynerson said. "I don't know what 
else we could have done."  

Environmentalists say county 
officials have been too quick to 
approve development in the San 
Bernardino Mountain despite its 

rugged forest terrain and fire 
hazards.  

Three of the environmental groups 
sued the county last year over the 
approval of a church project in 
Running Springs and won a ruling 
from a superior court judge who 
called for more environmental 
review.  

"I think the county's recent track 
record is one of trying to bend over 
backwards to accommodate 
developers," Jorris said.  

Rynerson said some residents may 
not like change, but the county can't 
stop development.  

"We can't just take people's rights to 
construct away from them," 
Rynerson said. "It's a two-edged 
sword here."  

Many of the burdens being placed 
on the mountain community come 
from lifestyle changes, with vacation 
homes and substandard-size lots 
being converted to full-time use, as 
opposed to new development, 
Rynerson said.  

Reach Imran Ghori at (909) 806-3061 or 
ighori@pe.com  

 
Online at: 
http://www.pe.com/localnews/sanbernardin
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