
 Gray wolves off endangered list --
again, for real  
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The see-sawing legal status of Minnesota's gray  
wolves lurched again Friday, when Interior  
Secretary Ken Salazar upheld a decision by the U. 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service to remove the species  
from the endangered species list in the state.  
  
In addition to Minnesota, Salazar removed the  
wolves from that protected status in Wisconsin,  
Michigan, Montana, Idaho and parts of  
Washington, Oregon and Utah.  
  
As recently as last fall, a federal judge returned  
the gray wolf in the Upper Midwest to federal  
protection under the Endangered Species Act.  
That ruling overturned a 2007 decision by the  
Fish and Wildlife Service that "de-listed" the  
wolves, and turned over their management to  
state natural resource officials in the region.  
  
The Obama administration had ordered a review  
of the removal decision announced in January,  
shortly before the Bush administration departed.  
Salazar said he had concluded that dropping the  
wolf from the list was justified by its strong  
comeback in the two regions, which together have  
a population of about 5,600 wolves.  
  

Salazar's decision was immediately blasted by the  
Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental  
group.

"Today's announcement means wolves will lose  
their federal protections before recovery is  
complete," the group said in a prepared  
statement. "And, as we saw last year before a  
federal judge reversed a Bush administration de- 
listing rule, that will result in an unconstrained  
and unconscionable slaughter of these animals.

"It is disappointing that the Obama administration  
is choosing to follow a bad Bush policy."

The Fish and Wildlife Service estimates that gray 
wolves number about 4,000 in northern  
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan, and no  
longer need federal help.

Removal from the endangered species list hastens  
the day when gray wolves may once again be  
legally hunted in Minnesota.

State law authorizes wolf hunting, but not before  
at least five years have elapsed after federal de- 
listing, and only under certain conditions.

Salazar said wolves would remain a protected  
species in Wyoming because its law and  
management plans are not strong enough.

"The recovery of the gray wolf throughout  
significant portions of its historic range is one of  
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 the great success stories of the Endangered  
Species Act," he said in a conference call from  
Washington, D.C.  
  
Wolves in the other parts of the lower 48 states,  
including the Southwest, remain on the  
endangered list.  
  
The Associated Press contributed to this report.  
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