
 
 

 
 

Animal News: Great Lakes Gray Wolves 
Endangered - Again 

Gray wolves are once again endangered in Wisconsin 
and Michigan and threatened in Minnesota. 
 
Don't worry, nothing bad has happened.  
 
In fact, it was a victory for a coalition of 
environmental and animal protection groups.  
 
The groups filed a lawsuit in June, several weeks after 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service "de-listed" wolves in the Great Lakes region.  
 
"De-listing" meant wolves in Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin were no longer 
protected by federal law.  
 
It also meant that for the first time since 1974, farmers and pet owners would be 
allowed to kill wolves that kill farm animals or pets.  
 
And people would be allowed to hunt wolves for sport.  
 
On June 29th, a federal judge ordered the Fish and Wildlife Service to restore the 
federal protection for the wolves in the Great Lakes region.  
 
The reason: the agency had not announced an official 60-day public comment period 
before the "de-listing" took effect May 4th.  
 
If the Fish and Wildlife Service tries to "de-list" the wolves again, it will have to give 
the public 60 days to comment on the proposal before it takes any action.  
 
"We're absolutely delighted," said Michael Robinson, a spokesman for a group called 
the Center for Biological Diversity, in an interview with the Minneapolis Star Tribune. 
"We were extraordinarily worried about the wolves."  
 
(The Center for Biological Diversity was one of the groups that filed the lawsuit after 
the "de-listing.")  
 
The wolves in the Great Lakes region have had federal protection since 1974.  
 
For decades before that, wolves were hunted or even poisoned without any 
restrictions or consequences for the people who killed them.  



 
Robinson says the wolf population still has not recovered in the region.  
 
But not everyone agrees.  
 
"It's clear the wolf population has recovered in Wisconsin," said Adams Collins, a 
spokesman for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR), in an 
interview with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. "We need the flexibility to properly 
manage wolves and address them preying on livestock and pets."  
 
According to DNR statistics reported by the Journal Sentinel, there are as many as 
662 gray wolves currently living in Wisconsin.  
 
The Associated Press reports there are 580 living in Michigan and 2,922 in 
Minnesota.  
 
To some people, that sounds like a lot of wolves.  
 
"Wolves in the western Great Lakes have met the recovery criteria and don't need to 
be listed," said Fish and Wildlife spokesperson Georgia Parham, in an interview with 
the Associated Press.  
 
But to others, it doesn't sound like enough.  
 
"Poaching and persecution remain severe threats to wolves in the Upper Midwest and 
elsewhere," Robinson said, in an interview with the Green Bay Press-Gazette.  
 
The Fish and Wildlife Service is expected to try to "de-list" the wolves again in the 
near future.  
 
So the battle over the gray wolf's future in the Great Lakes region will probably go 
on for a long time.  

 


