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Groups work to stop the hunt 

Around 40 tags sold in Island Park in three days 

ISLAND PARK — Close to 40 wolf tags were sold in Island Park during the first three days the tags went on sale, and 
elsewhere in the state demand was high for a chance to take part in the controversial hunt scheduled to begin Tuesday, 
September 1 in some of the 12 wolf hunting zones. 

Idaho Fish and Game (IDFG) spokesman, Ed Mitchell, said statewide, more than 2,000 permits were sold in the first hour 
and a half after going on sale Monday. By Tuesday morning, more than 5,100 tags had been sold, with about 2 percent 
going to out-of-state hunters. 

The hunt could be canceled before a shot is fired if environmental groups are successful in a lastminute injunction hearing 
set for Monday, August 31 in Missoula. 

If the hunt is not stopped, hunters will be allowed to kill 220 wolves statewide, with limits set in each zone. In addition, the 
Nez Perce Tribe can kill 35 wolves. 

The tags cost $11.75 for Idaho residents and $186 for non-residents. 

Fish and Game estimates that there could be 1,020 wolves in the state by the end of the year without a hunt. 

Hunters are required to report a wolf kill within 24 hours and have it physically verified by a Fish and Game officer. 

Dates for the hunt vary from zone to zone. Island Park is in the Upper Snake Zone, where five wolves can be killed 
between October 1 and December 31. 

In the Sawtooth zone, from Boise across the Boise, Sawtooth, and White Cloud mountains, 55 wolves can be killed. The 
hunt starts there on September 1 and ends December 31. This zone has the highest quota due to declining deer and elk 
herds, according to IDFG officials. 

Hunters, farmers, and ranchers want to reduce wolf numbers because wolf prey on livestock and big game animals. 



Hunts will be closed in each zone once the quotas are reached. 

On June, 13 Earthjustice, representing Defenders of Wildlife, Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club, Center for 
Biological Diversity, The Humane Society of the United States, Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance, Friends of the 
Clearwater, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Oregon Wild, Cascadia Wildlands, Western Watersheds Project, Wildlands 
Network, and Hells Canyon Preservation Council, filed suit to overturn the northern Rockies wolf-delisting rule. 

In a news release, Defenders of Wildlife states, “The scheduled wolf hunts would cripple the regional wolf population by 
isolating wolves into disconnected subgroups incapable of genetic or ecological sustainability. The wolf hunts would also 
allow the killing of the breeding alpha male and female wolves, thereby disrupting the social group, leaving pups more 
vulnerable. No other endangered species has ever been delisted at such a low population level and then immediately 
hunted to even lower unsustainable levels.” 

“Wolves need to be managed, but in a responsible way that allows for a healthy wolf population while reducing conflicts, 
rather than aggravating them. The bottom line is that the federal delisting and state management plans don’t provide for a 
sustainable wolf population in the Northern Rockies, and wolves should not be hunted at this time - particularly not at the 
unsustainable levels that have been announced for this fall.” Suzanne Stone, Northern Rockies representative for 
Defenders of Wildlife. 

"A hunt in Idaho and Montana will mean even fewer wolves will survive to reach Yellowstone," said Michael Robinson of 
the Center for Biological Diversity, "and that will further isolate the Yellowstone wolves and hasten genetic problems that 
scientists say will lower pup survival in coming years." 

“It is too soon to begin hunting wolves in the northern Rockies. When other species have been removed from the 
endangered species list, state management has progressed slowly and cautiously in order to ensure sustainable and 
healthy population levels. Aggressive hunting plans in Idaho and Montana will dramatically reduce gray wolf populations 
and jeopardize the future of gray wolves in the northern Rockies.” Melanie Stein, Associate Regional Representative, 
Sierra Club. 

Wolves found dead 

IDFG officials say six juvenile gray wolves, Canis lupus, were found decomposing on U.S. Forest Service land north of 
Fairfield — an hour or so from Sun Valley. 

The animals were found last Friday in various stages of decomposition. Each wolf weighed around 35 pounds, so were 
probably born this year. Adult gray wolves typically weigh 80 pounds but can reach 130 pounds. They weigh one pound at 
birth. 

The cause of death is not yet known, but tissue samples were sent to an Oregon laboratory to be analyzed. Jon Heggen, 
head of IDFG enforcement, says it takes several days for test results to be available. 

He said there were no obvious signs of injuries or bullet wounds, and viruses like parvo have been ruled out. 

Anyone with information about the wolf deaths is asked to call the Citizens’ Against Poaching hotline at 1-800- 632-5999, 
or Fish and Game’s Magic Valley regional office at 208-324- 4359. Callers may remain anonymous and may be eligible 
for a reward for information leading to a citation or conviction. 

This is part of the August 27, 2009 online edition of The Island Park News. 

 


