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More fires, smog forecast, but warming 
preventable
10:00 PM PST on Friday, February 2, 2007

By JENNIFER BOWLES and DAVID DANELSKI
The Press-Enterprise

Many environmental problems faced by the Inland region today -- smog, wildfires and water scarcity -- will not
only become worse but also will persist for centuries as a result of global warming, observers said Friday as 
they responded to a report issued by an international panel of experts.

Some, though, remained optimistic that at least the rise in temperatures can be curbed if everyone does their 
part to limit greenhouse gas emissions that are linked to global warming.

"We have to declare war on global warming and unite the world, because we now have a common enemy and 
it's us," said Sam Huang, a Riverside artist and retired Riverside City College biology professor known for his 
expertise on the subject.

"So there is hope in a sense," he said, "that we'll be able to do something."

The report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change found that global temperatures would rise on 
average by 3.2 degrees to 7.1 degrees by 2100. Sea levels are expected to rise 7 inches to 23 inches by the end 
of the century, the report said.The warming of the Earth and increases in sea levels "would continue for 
centuries ... even if greenhouse gas concentrations were to be stabilized," according to a 20-page summary of 
the report.

Last year, a state panel of climate experts predicted that average temperatures in California could jump by 10 
degrees by the end of the century, and large fires could become 55 percent more frequent statewide.

Riverside County Fire Chief John Hawkins said the warming trend already appears to be extending the fire 
season because more heat keeps the grasses and brush tinder-dry for the next blaze. Winter weather this year, he
said, has been abnormal.

"We're now at Feb. 2 and we really haven't moved out of the 2006 dry season," Hawkins said.

"We're seeing a storm that passes and drops a little rain that washes the dust off the brush, so when the winds 
blow again, it's dry and ready for fire again."

Warning From Inland Area
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Some Inland environmental groups have tried for years to bring attention to how the climate trend is affecting 
wildlife.

Kassie Siegel, an attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity in Joshua Tree, filed a petition a year ago to 
get polar bears protected under the U.S. Endangered Species Act because their ice habitat is melting. The 
federal government just recently proposed that protection.

"We were trying to really make the point that global warming is a concrete and urgent problem," she said. 
"People have trouble responding to things that are abstract and in the future."

More species may not survive as temperatures rise and kill off plants they eat and depend on, she said.

Those who supply water to the Inland region are concerned that global warming will hit a major source of 
drinking water by causing less snow in the mountains in Northern California, Colorado and locally. As a result, 
there will be less snow melting and flowing into rivers and underground aquifers.

Richard Atwater, general manager of Inland Empire Utilities Agency, said his agency and the Rand Corp. 
jointly developed a strategy to cope with the expected decrease in water supply in the Chino basin. The basin
covers a 242 square mile service area in Jurupa, Norco and southwestern San Bernardino County. It serves 
750,000 residents. The partners hope the study will be used as a model statewide, he said.

Global warming also could have dire health effects in a region already known for its hot summers and bad 
smog.

Heat waves already kill some people who can't cool off. They die from heat stroke or heat exposure, said 
Jonathan Parfrey, executive director of the Los Angeles office of Physicians for Social Responsibility, which 
advocates reductions in greenhouse gases.

Global warming promises more frequent and longer waves of triple-digital temperatures in Southern California, 
he said.

"Heat stroke and heat exposure deaths and are absolutely going to increase as global warming increases," he 
said.

Jean Ospital, the health-effect officer for Southern California's air quality agency, said heat alone is known to 
increase incidents of death. In fact, he said, air pollution researchers must factor out these deaths in studies so 
they can know the death rate from pollution.

Not Everyone Agrees

But some believe such a bleak outlook is unwarranted.

"It is pretty clear the Earth is getting warmer, but there has been a lot of hysteria generated," said Joel Schwartz, 
a Sacramento-based fellow for American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank. Schwartz, an expert on
the environment, said he doubts more people would die from heat stroke. As the Earth has warmed in the past 
40 years, the number of people dying from heat stroke has decreased by 75 percent, said Schwartz, citing a 
study publish in a scientific journal. Fewer people died because more people have air conditioning in their 
homes and emergency medical care has improved, he said.

Heat Equals Smog

Global warming presents both a concern and an opportunity for Southern California smog fighters.
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Higher temperatures will cause volatile organic compounds to evaporate more quickly into a gas that becomes a
key component of smog, said Joe Cassmassi, the senior meteorologist for the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District.

This category of pollution includes fumes from everyday products such as gasoline, certain furniture stains and 
varnishes, nail polish and rubbing alcohol.

Yet, if the use of hybrid cars and renewable energy increases, smog-forming pollution and other unhealthy 
emissions will drop, said Barry Wallerstein, the air district's executive officer.

A global-warming law adopted in California recently forced the city of Riverside to not renew a long-term
energy contract with a coal-burning plant in Utah. The city is exploring whether new technology could allow
the coal to be burned cleaner at the facility. Coal is a major source of greenhouse gases.

Staff writer Doug Haberman contributed to this report.

Reach Jennifer Bowles at 951-368-9548 or jbowles@PE.com.

Reach David Danelski at 951-368-9471 or ddanelski@PE.com.

What you can do

Here are some ways we can reduce our contributions to global warming:

Your car: Consider buying a hybrid or look for one with the best fuel economy in its class. Each gallon of gas you use releases 25 pounds of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

Your appliances: Look for Energy Star labels on new appliances, especially refrigerators, freezers, furnaces, air conditioners and water heaters. If each household in the country replaced existing 
appliances with the most efficient models available, it would eliminate 175 tons of heat-trapping gases.

Unplug that spare

refrigerator or freezer: Reduce the family's carbon dioxide emissions by nearly 10 percent.

Get a free home energy

audit: Simple measures like installing a programmable thermostat can reduce your family's carbon dioxide emissions by about 5 percent.

Change your light bulbs: Replace incandescent bulbs with more efficient compact fluorescents. If every household in the country replaced one regular light bulb, we could reduce global warming 
pollution by more than 90 billion pounds over the life of the bulbs.

Think before you drive: Driving a full minivan may be kinder to the environment than two midsize cars. Join a car pool or use mass transit.

Plant a tree: They store carbon and provide shade in the summer, reducing energy demand.

Source: Union of Concerned Scientists

 


