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    Efforts to remove a pair of cattle-kill-
ing wolves and their pups from the Gila
National Forest are continuing.
    The Francisco Pack alpha pair of en-
dangered Mexican gray wolves is under
a "lethal take" order for killing four cattle
on Gila grazing allotments. They also
could be removed from the wild through
trapping.
    The male wolf has avoided sharp-
shooters and traps for weeks.
    Biologists are focusing now on cap-
turing or killing the uncollared male but
he remains elusive, said program man-
ager John Morgart of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
    The agency had intended to kill that
male wolf in the trap if he was caught
but has reversed its decision.
    The male was born in the wild but
never can be released again because he
has killed so many cows, and he does
not have the valuable genetics to make
him a candidate for captive breeding,
Morgart said.
    New Mexico Game Commission
Chairman Guy Riordan said he told the
Fish and Wildlife Service that the state
Game and Fish Department prefers to
see the wolf captured rather than killed.
    "There's value in all the animals," he
said.

    Morgart said the male could be use-
ful in helping to rear his pups if all the
animals are taken into captivity.
    Michael Robinson of the Center for
Biological Diversity said he hopes the
male escapes both trapping and shoot-
ing, but he praised the decision not to kill
him in a trap.
    "We're pleased that New Mexico
Game and Fish has won this small con-
cession," he said.
    The female wolf is in a den with four
or five young pups, and biologists are
using her to lure the male. They also are
putting out meat for her to eat.
    "We haven't had any luck drawing him
into an area where he can be trapped or
where he can be seen to be shot,"
Morgart said. "The goal is to remove him
from the area in the most efficient way
possible."
    Once the male is caught or shot, bi-
ologists will try to trap the female and
then grab her pups. But she also is un-
der a kill order and that option might need
to be used before the pups leave the den
five or six weeks from now, Morgart
said.
    The female also could be hard to trap
because she has been caught several
times before and is trap savvy, he said.
If she is killed, an older pair of wolves
already in captivity "would be great sur-
rogate parents," Morgart said.
    A male yearling from the pack was

captured two weeks ago and is in cap-
tivity. The three adults can never return
to the wild but the pups could.
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