
Uranium test drilling halted

A federal judge on Friday blocked 
a British firm from drilling test 
holes for uranium on the national 
forest near Grand Canyon National 
Park.

Judge Mary Murguia issued a 
temporary restraining order and 
a preliminary injunction against 
VANE Minerals and the Kaibab 
National Forest until the merits of 
a lawsuit seeking more rigorous 
envi ronmenta l  analys is  a re 
decided. “This order stops uranium 
exploration on the banks of a national 
treasure,” said Taylor McKinnon of 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
in a press release. “The Forest 
Service had allowed drilling to 
begin while the case was pending, 
so the order comes as a major 
relief.”
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By DAILY SUN STAFF In December, the Kaibab National 
Forest approved exploratory 
uranium drilling by VANE at up to 
39 locations across seven project 
sites just south of the Grand Canyon. 
The approval was granted using a 
“categorical exclusion,” the least 
rigorous public and environmental 
review available to the agency 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act.

When it approved the exploration, 
the Forest Service said the 1872 
Mining Law specifi cally authorizes 
mining on public lands and it 
couldn’t prohibit the activity. It 
said it restricted the test bores to 
areas near existing roads and placed 
other restrictions on the company’s 
activity.

The suit says federal offi cials should 
have considered the proximity of 

the Grand Canyon, the controversy 
surrounding uranium mining and 
the combined effects of four other 
uranium exploration projects in the 
area. It was fi led by the Center for 
Biological Diversity, Sierra Club 
and Grand Canyon Trust.

VANE is seeking commercial 
quantities of uranium, which has 
soared in price in recent years and 
resulted in a wave of new mining 
activity worldwide. The current 
proposal is to conduct exploratory 
activities only, not mining.

If commercial deposits of uranium 
are found, the Forest Service would 
do a new environmental analysis.

While the suit was pending, VANE 
Minerals began uranium exploration 
drilling at three project sites. That 
drilling is now on hold.


