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More than 1 million acres of public federal lands abutting Grand Canyon National Park would be put off-limits to uranium
and other mining under a bill introduced in the U.S. House.

If passed by Congress, the proposal would effectively stop most new mining and exploratory drilling in the Kaibab
National Forest near Tusayan, along the South Rim, bordering Marble Canyon and in the Kanab Creek watershed. A
similar measure was used in New Mexico to put a rugged area about 90 percent smaller off-limits to mining and other
energy development.

Introduced by U.S. Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Tucson, the measure is supported by the Coconino County Supervisors and
environmental groups such as the Center for Biological Diversity and the Grand Canyon Trust.

The number of mining claims along the Arizona Strip has surged into the thousands in recent years as the price of uranium
has rebounded.

One company has announced plans to explore for uranium a few miles from Grand Canyon National Park and elsewhere in
the Tusayan Ranger District of the Kaibab National Forest -- the subject of a lawsuit from environmental groups.

The proposed exploratory drilling has been tentatively approved by forest managers, under an 1872 federal mining law.
Conservation groups have filed suit to force a more comprehensive environmental review before the test holes can be
drilled.

One uranium mine was supposed to reopen last year near Fredonia, and is still slated for re-opening.

Another mine near Red Butte, south of Tusayan, could open as well, the Center, the Trust and the Sierra Club said.

"Grand Canyon is a national and international treasure facing a massive new uranium buildup on adjacent federal lands,"
Taylor McKinnon, of the Center for Biological Diversity, said in a written statement. "This bill affords the protections it
deserves. We applaud the congressman's efforts."

The environmental groups point to a history of uranium-related contamination on the Navajo Nation, where uranium
mining is banned, and to Superfund sites and a large tailings pile on the banks of the Colorado River in Moab as evidence
that uranium mining hasn't been conducted responsibly in the past.

One of the companies proposing to explore for uranium in the Kaibab National Forest, Vane Minerals, has vowed this
operation would be clean and safe, with bonds posted to ensure Forest Service requirements are met. Vane Minerals
Chief Operating Officer Kris Hefton declined to comment Monday regarding this legislation.

Grijalva will be coming to Flagstaff March 28 to hold a hearing regarding the issue.
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