
The alpha male wolf of the Francisco
Pack, targeted with a “lethal take” order
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service af-
ter killing cattle, was trapped Saturday near
Reserve, officials said.

The wolf suffered a broken right leg in the
incident and veterinarians amputated the
leg Tuesday.

“I can confirm that Saturday we captured
an uncollared male in the Francisco pack
territory and he indeed suffered injuries in
the trap, he was trying to drag the trap,”
said Victoria Fox, a spokeswoman for the
federal agency in Albuquerque. “He has
undergone amputation of the injured fore-
leg.”

Fox said blood samples were taken at the
time of the wolf’s capture to confirm that
he is indeed the Francisco Pack male. The
wolf was wild-born and did not have a ra-
dio collar, which makes immediate identi-
fication less certain.

“He will be returned to Sevietta and we’ll
make a final determination once we get
the blood analysis and DNA,” she added.
Fox said she had no further information
on what the animal’s fate might be, other
than to say he would never be returned to
the wild.

Michael Robinson, carnivore conservation
coordinator for the Center for Biological
Diversity in Pinos Altos, was angered at
the news Tuesday.

“We are saddened and outraged by the
ongoing destruction of the Francisco
Pack,” he said. “Today’s headlines sound
straight out of the 1920s when the goal
was extermination.”
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The alpha male’s mate, F511, is the last
remaining wolf alive in the wild from the
first group of 11 that were released in 1998
as part of the Wolf Recovery and Rein-
troduction Program. F511 had been the
poster child of the recovery program, but
a lethal take order was issued for her and
her mate after they began killing cattle on
grazing allotments and private ranches near
Reserve nearly two months ago.

Ranchers in the area have expressed their
own outrage over the cattle killings, citing
financial losses in the tens of thousands of
dollars.

They also blamed the Fish and Wildlife
Service for being slow to react to the situ-
ation.

In a statement issued last week, the New
Mexico Cattle Grower’s Association ex-
pressed its concern over the issue.

“It has been six weeks since the depreda-
tions started, and ranchers feel that the
public has been misled that adequate rem-
edy has been in place to stop the repeated
depredations,” said Laura Schneberger,
vice chairwoman of the organization’s
wildlife committee.

She said four different ranchers suffered
devastating losses as a result of the at-
tacks.

But conservationists, such as Robinson,
continue to claim that the wolves were
drawn to the area by the carcasses of
cattle that died of natural or other causes.
Ranchers in the area, such as Don Gatlin
of the Rainy Mesa Ranch, have denied
that claim.

The female wolf had five pups on May
13, but one has since died of natural causes,
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biologists associated with the program say.
The mother and the remaining pups, which
should soon be weaned, are likely to be
near their den, Fox said. Fish and Wildlife
agents were providing food for the mother
over the past few weeks while they fo-
cused on trapping or shooting her mate.

Fox said trapping efforts will be stepped
up for the mother and her pups — but she
stressed that leghold traps would not be
used on the pups.

Fox also acknowledged that a lone wild-
born wolf that has ranged further than any
other lobo in the program was success-
fully captured Monday.

“We captured a second male wolf, a col-
lared wolf, outside of the recovery area,”
she said. “We received word there had
been a cattle depredation on private land
outside of the recovery area and the
USDA Wildlife Services responded and
confirmed it was a wolf depredation.”

Fox said the field team immediately set
traps and, by Sunday morning, M859 was
in captivity. The incident occurred on pri-
vate land in an area known as the Plains
of San Agustin.

Fox also said Wildlife Services agents have
confirmed that the alpha male and female
of the Ring Pack have three confirmed
cattle depredations over the past week in
the same area as the Francisco Pack.
Robinson is concerned that they, too, may
be trapped or shot.

“Under the protocols, with three confirmed
kills, obviously trapping would be initiated,”
Fox said.

It was not clear Tuesday whether a lethal
take order would be issued for the pack,
though Robinson was convinced such an
order would be forthcoming.


