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Children play on Fossil Creek near graffiti in this 2007 photo.

The Center for Biological Diversity filed a notice of intent to sue the U.S. Forest Service Thursday because the
group believes the agency is not doing enough to stop environmental degradation at Fossil Creek.

If the Forest Service does not take steps to reduce the trash and other problems, the letter says the center will
file a lawsuit within 60 days.

The center accuses the Forest Service of violating the law by not protecting the environment and endangered
fish. Another September 2007 letter from nine environmental groups also accused the Coconino and Tonto
national forests of violating the law.

The new center letter asks for a closure of overnight camping, at the minimum, until a management plan is in
place. 

The Forest Service has been working with a wide variety of partners on an action plan for the area, said Connie
Birkland, a public information officer on the Coconino National Forest.

While the Forest Service is considering closing the area to vehicles or closing it altogether, it is not considering
a camping closure, Birkland said. That would be much harder to enforce and would not have a lot of impact on
safety problems, Birkland said.

Any closure would be based on those safety concerns, not environmental concerns, she added. And it would
not necessarily last until a management plan is complete.

Forest Service law enforcement officials have reported numerous problems with shooting, drugs,
confrontations and parties, she said. No one has injured anyone else, she said, but officials want to help keep
that from happening.

"We are very concerned for the public, researchers and our patrols, just based on some activities taking place,"
she said. 

Already, the Forest Service has closed some short roads that lead to the creek and installed educational "Leave
No Trace" signs, Birkland said.



The area has no trash, bathroom or camping facilities that environmental groups have called for.

This region southeast of Camp Verde always has been popular despite its remote location, especially because
of the Verde Hot Springs there.

However, it has seen increased visitation since receiving major publicity about the decommissioning of an
Arizona Public Service dam and creek diversion system near the creek's confluence with the Verde River in
2005.

"Since the return of full flows to Fossil Creek, the streamside deposition of trash and human waste and the
streamside degradation from increased overnight camping and trampling has reached an unacceptable level,"
the center's Michelle Harrington and Robin Silver wrote to Regional Forester Corbin Newman Thursday. "The
2007 recreation season was particularly hard on Fossil Creek as human waste and garbage littered the banks,
broken tree branches marked user-created trails, and kayaks arrived by the truck-load.

"The fragile re-building travertine and the newly created pools and habitat for native fish are threatened by
this sudden influx."

The center notes that the Forest Service did start work on a management plan in 2002 but never finished it.

Other priorities and a lack of money were among the reasons the agency never finished that plan, Birkland
said.

At this point, the agency would not want to work on a new plan while Congress is considering a bill that would
make Fossil Creek a Wild and Scenic River, because the agency would just have to start over on the plan if the
designation occurs, Birkland said.
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