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A slang term for the roundtail chub is the Verde trout.

Fossil Creek fish flap comes to a head Saturday
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Despite objections from various groups, the Arizona Game
and Fish Commission during a special meeting Wednesday
backed its previous decision to open sport fishing in Fossil
Creek Saturday.

It will be the state's first-ever seasonal catch-and-release
fishery for chubs.

The Center for Biological Diversity has vowed to sue to
stop the opening day.

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, an Arizona State
University researcher, the Yavapai-Apache Nation and
several more conservation groups all asked Game and Fish
last month not to allow sport fishing at Fossil Creek, which
is a prime site for native fish restoration in Arizona.

Game and Fish decided Wednesday to allow people to fish
for native roundtail chub (aka Verde trout) on a stretch of
the creek, which is located southeast of Camp Verde above
the Verde River.

The roundtail chub fishing is restricted to seasonal catch-and-release fishing using only barbless artificial flies and
lures.

In a Sept. 28 petition to close Fossil Creek to sport fishing for roundtail chub, petitioners noted that the best
available science shows that the headwater chub is the dominant chub at Fossil Creek, not the roundtail chub. The
headwater chub is an Arizona protected species. Both species are candidates for listing under the federal Endangered
Species Act. Game and Fish officials agree that even experts have a hard time distinguishing between the two chubs.

In response to that concern, the Game and Fish Commission decided to open the season on headwater chub as well
as roundtail chub, with the headwater chub season opening a week later.

A Game and Fish press release said surveys show that the creek has a "healthy, robust population" within the Fossil
Creek reach opening to fishing, and the catch-and-release techniques "would have no demonstrable effect" on the
fish.

"We believe Fossil Creek is a unique opportunity to increase the public's appreciation of native fish," Arizona Game
and Fish Department Fisheries Chief Kirk Young said. "We firmly believe this increased public appreciation,
especially by anglers, will aid our efforts in recovering other native fish species, even those listed under the
Endangered Species Act."

The Bureau of Reclamation and ASU scientist Paul Marsh disagree about how the catch-and-release program will
affect the fish.

A Bureau of Rec letter says if the fishing results in the reintroduction of non-native fish to Fossil Creek after their
recent removal, there would be no way to get the non-natives back out now that the Arizona Public Service
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diversion structures on the creek have been dismantled to restore the creek and its native fish. The Bureau of Rec
provided money and expertise for the restoration.

"Fossil Creek has the potential to become the single most important native fishery in the Gila River Basin," the 2008
Bureau of Rec letter from Acting Area Manager Robert Michaels stated, adding later that "The importance of Fossil
Creek as a native fish refuge is too extreme to be the first test of the viability of a native fish recreational fishery."

Case studies show that recreational angling is a primary avenue to introduce non-native species, he wrote, and he
cited how that already occurred in two stock watering tanks in the Fossil Creek drainage. He also noted that
containers of worms already have been found along the creek, too.

Marsh's 2008 letter cited the Bureau of Rec argument as well as several more reasons why he opposed the fishing
program. He said someone intentionally stocked the watering tanks with sunfish and goldfish.

Marsh said the population of roundtail chub might be incapable of supporting a fishery, the catch and release could
harm roundtail chub because studies show they are sensitive to handling, the state plan is inconsistent with the
state's protection of Apache trout, and the plan could hurt other newly stocked endangered fish such as the Gila
topminnow and razorback sucker. The area already is overstressed with human use, he noted.

He added that the waters are under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Forest Service, which has yet to come up with a
watershed plan for Fossil Creek.

The Forest Service is letting Game and Fish make the decision since the fish are under state jurisdiction, said
Heather Provencio, Red Rock District ranger on the Coconino National Forest.
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