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The Center for Biological Diversity, exasperated with the Forest Service
for failure to institute a management plan that protects the endanger
species in Fossil Creek, has filed a 60-day Notice of Intent to sue the
agency.

The Center for Biological Diversity has sent a 60-day Notice of Intent to sue to the U.S. Forest Service for the
agency's failure to implement a management plan for Fossil Creek, resulting in the alleged degradation of
habitat for several endanger native fish.

"We are frustrated," CBD Director Robin Silver said. "For six years we have sought a management plan for the
area, and the Forest Service has yet to come up with one. In the meantime, Fossil Creek is being loved to
death."

Silver said the biggest problem at Fossil Creek is that there are no facilities for overnight camping. As a result
the creek is being littered with trash and human sewage, degrading the creek itself and putting the native fish
population, many of which are endangered or threatened species, at risk.

The CBD, along with several other conservation groups, native tribes and others, who worked for years to
restore the creek, have submitted management plans of their own -- none of which have been finalized

The Forest Service has told the groups that it lacks the manpower and funding to police the area and construct



adequate facilities to protect it.

"We don't buy their excuses," Silver said. "They always seem to have enough money to take care of their
grazing allotments, timber harvests and land trades. It's not fair, especially for someplace as fragile and as
valuable as Fossil Creek."

In 2005, after years of discussions and an eventual settlement with Arizona public Service, the hydroelectric
plant on Fossil Creek and the flume that fed it with water diverted from the creek, was decommission.

At the same time the non-native fish were removed from the creek, and native species were reintroduced into
what was to be a protected sanctuary.

With the restoration of the full flow of the creek, the anticipation was that the travertine deposits that give it
its name would also be restored.

But, according to Silver, kayakers have been using the creek extensively, scraping and chipping the travertine
deposits and preventing the rebuilding of the deep pools that once filled the creek bed. 

CDB and other groups fear all the work spent restoring the creek will be lost if something is not done
immediately to protect the riparian area.

The CBD is asking for, at the very minimum, a closure to overnight camping and for the Forest Service to
institute regular law enforcement of the creek.

The letter of intent to sue charges that the Forest Service is in violation of the Endanger Species Act,
specifically for failure to stop streamside degradation and contamination by human waste, failure to institute
closures to overnight camping and failure to institute a management plan and to protect endangered species.

According to Coconino National Forest spokesperson Connie Birkland, the agency has been meeting with
several stakeholder groups including the CBD in an effort to remedy the problems.

"There are also several action items we are exploring including installing portable toilets, new signs, increased
law enforcement patrols, monitoring and increased public awareness and education. 

"The management plan will take several years to finalize. Right now it is not funded," Birkland said. "We all
want to do the right thing. The problems are not based on negligence and we are taking it very seriously"

Red Rock District Ranger Heather Provincio said that the agency is exploring the possibility for closures, not for
the biological reasons listed by the CBD, but for the safety of law enforcement officers and the public.
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