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Another suit likely to come

It was good news this week that Fort Huachuca and the Tucson-based Center for Biological
Diversity reached an agreement to end a lawsuit against the post.

But don’t think the fort is in the clear. 

Fort Huachuca has continued to be under the gun of environmental lawsuits or the threat of
such lawsuits over the past several years. The Center for Biological Diversity has been
behind these lawsuits, hoping to push the fort and the surrounding community to work to
save the San Pedro River.

And the center will probably bring a lawsuit or the threat of a lawsuit again on similar
issues.

The fact is the fort is a target. The federal government must react to environmental issues,
and there are many acts that govern what occurs on federal land.

The center’s representatives also see the fort as the economic engine of Sierra Vista and
Cochise County, which it is. And being the economic engine means you’re being watched
for any type of growth.

That’s what Dr. Robin Silver has pointed to in this most recent case. It’s something that
Col. Jonathan Hunter, the fort’s garrison commander, counters, saying Silver is
double-counting.

Whatever the remaining differences, the latest deal means the fort is redoing its biological
opinion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This effort was started earlier this year.
The fort has until Jan. 1 to provide a biological assessment, which is used to develop a
new biological opinion, which must be finalized May 16.

While it does so, the fort continues to report reduced water pumpage. It is seen as a
community leader for its environmental efforts.

In the meantime, area residents need to continue to work on the issues regarding water. We
saw that continue with the latest idea in Cochise County to take rainwater and divert it to
help keep the San Pedro flowing. And the city of Sierra Vista is talking about how it may
pursue other water-saving initiatives.

While the fort is bearing the legal weight, area residents must realize they, too, play a role
in helping to save the San Pedro River, one drop at a time. They also shouldn’t be
surprised to see a group, such as the Center for Biological Diversity, challenge the federal
government again to do better.
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