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WASHINGTON - The last 58.5 mil-
lion acres of untouched national forests,
which President Clinton had set aside
for protection, were opened to possible
logging, mining and other commercial
uses by the Bush administration on
Thursday.

Environmentalists said they would
challenge the move in court.

New rules from the U.S. Forest Service
cover some of the most pristine federal
land in 38 states and Puerto Rico.

Governors can submit petitions within
18 months to stop road building.

Many officials made it clear much of the
land will remain untouched.

“California’s forests are one of our
state’s most treasured and valued
resources,” said Gov. Schwarzenegger.
“I am committed to protecting the
vibrant health and sustainable future of
our forests. In keeping with that
commitment and the assurances we
have from the U.S. Forest Service,
roadless areas in California will remain
roadless.”

The Forest Service will have final say
over the governors’ petitions.

Democrats questioned why governors
were getting so much power over land
use.

“Trees, wildlife and fish don’t respect
state boundaries, and I don’t think
decisions about management of
roadless areas — or other parts of the
national forests — should be based on
those lines, either,” said Rep. Mark
Udall, D-Colo.

Eight days before leaving office in 2001,
Clinton acted to take decisions about
roadless forest land away from local
federal managers. Environmentalists
said the managers often were too close
to logging companies and other
developers.

 California has 4.1 million acres of
roadless areas, said Rick Alexander, a
forest service spokesman. Of that,
172,000 acres are in the San Bernar-
dino National Forest. The Cleveland
National Forest has 88,000 acres of
roadless areas.

Monica Bond, a wildlife biologist with
the Center for Biological Diversity in
Idyllwild, called the roadless rule
reversal “a giant leap backward for
forest protection.”

She said the new rule would allow for
more logging and, particularly in
Southern California, more road building
to accommodate fire-suppression
efforts.
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She added that fire officials may agree
now that there won’t be any opening of
roadless areas, but that could change.

“I’m concerned that it could nudge the
door open a little more for that kind of
activity,” Bond said.

Staff writer Claire Vitucci contributed
to this report.


