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Four-wheelers, motorcyclists and other off-highway vehicles using national forest land in Nevada and 
elsewhere would be restricted to designated roads and trails under a policy announced Wednesday by the U.S. 
Forest Service. 

The proposal, alternately praised and attacked by environmentalists and off-highway enthusiasts, is needed to 
protect a landscape threatened by the rapid spread of motorized recreation in the backcountry, Forest Service 
Chief Dale Bosworth said. 

Management plans enacting similar regulations on off-highway travel are close to being finalized for specific 
areas in Northern Nevada and adjoining areas of California, including Reno's Peavine Peak, a stretch of 
mountainous terrain along Interstate 80 between Reno and Truckee and in two popular canyons west of Carson 
City. 

But the proposal announced Wednesday in Washington would extend similar regulations to all national forest 
land, affecting almost 193 million acres in 155 national forests and 20 grassland areas, officials said. 

"A lot of people are using off-road vehicles and that use has increased dramatically, in some cases, 
exponentially," said Bob Vaught, supervisor of the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest. 

Vaught said planning efforts have begun to designate roads and trails for motorized travel and close other areas 
across Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, which at 6.3 million acres is the largest forest in the lower 48 states. 

"It's very important we manage this use," Vaught said. "It's important to manage this on a widespread scale." 

Some environmental groups insist the proposed regulations fall short of what is needed to address urgent threats 
posed by off-highway vehicles and the plan could allow illegal "renegade" routes blazed by vehicles to be 
designated for legal travel. 

The Forest Service also lacks "evidence of backbone" and resources needed to enforce new regulations, said Jim 
Furnish, a retired Forest Service officer and member of the Natural Trails and Waters Coalition. The Center for 
Biological Diversity insists the plan is weak and that a lack of a timetable for its completion will allow 
widespread damage to continue. 

But Tina Nappe, a Reno resident and chairwoman of the Sierra Club's Toiyabe Chapter, described the proposal 
as a positive first step in managing impacts of off-highway vehicles. 



As the Reno-Carson area grows, the mounting use of Jeeps, dirt bikes and all-terrain vehicles are having 
dramatic impact on the landscape, wildlife habitat, the spread of noxious weeds and increasing fire danger, 
Nappe said. 

"In some places, we're losing virtually all of the habitat. There's no place that isn't carved up," Nappe said. 
"Vehicles being used off-trail or to create new trails potentially have a huge impact." 

Recreationists are divided over the plan. The Idaho-based Blue Ribbon Coalition, an advocacy group for 
motorized recreation, is in support. Clark Collins, the group's founder and executive director, said the Forest 
Service appears receptive to the need to involve local recreation groups in designating roads and preparing 
plans. 

The coalition, Collins said, "will work cooperatively with the Forest Service to ensure this rule is implemented 
in a way that benefits a broad range of recreation interests." 

But Carl Adams of the Washoe County Backcountry Coalition -- an organized group of motorcyclists, four-
wheelers, bicyclists and hikers -- opposes the plan. 

Adams worked closely with the Forest Service in developing a travel management plan for Peavine Peak. That 
strategy keeps more than 100 miles of existing roads and trails open for motorized and non-motorized recreation 
while closing another 75 miles. 

Regulations were needed at busy Peavine Peak but Adams said he balks at adopting similar rules across the 
country. 

"Our club members think this is a most foul intrusion on our right to travel freely in our own country," Adams 
said. "Rather than focus on specific areas that need to be protected, they've adopted a blanket policy that's 
difficult to enforce and will be very confusing to people who are out on the ground." 

Gary Schiff, chief ranger for the 400,000-acre Carson Ranger District, said already-developed local travel plans 
as well as the national strategy are designed to protect the landscape while providing for a quality recreational 
experience for motorized and nonmotorized recreationists. 

And such plans are particularly critical in areas growing as quickly as the Reno-Carson region, Schiff said. 

"It's important that you get ahead of this," Schiff said. "You're looking at a population that is increasing and 
increasing rapidly." 


