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PRAIRIE DOGS;   Federal judge says enviros, FWS should reach compromise on control plan

Environmentalists, the Forest Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service are
expected to announce whether they have reached an agreement on how to manage black-tailed prairie dogs in South
Dakota's Buffalo Gap National Grasslands. At a federal court hearing yesterday, Judge Phillip Figa of U.S District Court for
the District of Colorado said both the government and advocacy groups have similar concerns and should be able to reach an
agreement.

At issue is a plan to poison and shoot the prairie dogs to address concerns about damage to federal and private grazing lands.
In September, a coalition of environmental and animal rights groups, including the Biodiversity Conservation Alliance, Center
for Biological Diversity and the Human Society of the United States, filed a lawsuit against USFS, FWS and APHIS for
allegedly violating federal law.

In August, the FWS dropped the black-tailed prairie dog from the list of candidates for protection under the Endangered
Species Act, saying the rodent is much more abundant than previously thought. A day after Interior Secretary Gale Norton
removed the prairie dog from consideration, South Dakota Gov. Mike Rounds (R) announced a prairie dog control plan.

The environmental groups have said the plan will put the endangered black-footed ferret, which depends on prairie dogs as
a food source, at risk. The control plan was made without public input or an environmental impact analysis, therefore violating
the National Environmental Policy Act, according to the plaintiff's attorney, Jay Tutchton (Greenwire, Sept. 23).

"If we can't do right by the ferrets here, we're certainly not going to protect the prairie dog either," said Jacob Smith, director
of Center for Native Ecosystems.

The Department of Agriculture plans to test run poisoned oats on Oct. 11 (Colleen Slevin, AP/San Francisco Chronicle
online, Sept. 30). -- TE


