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Federal agency agrees to protect dragonfly’s habitat
The Hines emerald dragonfly found only is Wisconsin and a few other Midwestern areas

By JOHN FLESHER
Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. — Prodded by
a lawsuit, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has agreed to designate critical
habitat for the endangered Hine’s
emerald dragonfly. The federal agency
reached a settlement with five
environmental groups that accused the
government of shirking its
responsibility to protect the dragonfly,
found only in a few Wisconsin and
other Midwestern wetland areas.

A federal district judge in Washington,
D.C., signed an order last week to
implement the agreement, said Brent
Plater,  attorney for the Center for
Biological Diversity.

It “will force the Bush administration
to put the developers’ interests aside
and rely on science, protecting our
region’s precious natural heritage,”
Plater said Tuesday.

The Fish and Wildlife Service will begin
developing a regulation next year to
identify and protect the habitat,
spokeswoman Gloria Parham said. A
tentative version will be announced by
July 2006 and a final rule issued by May
2007.

Even without designating critical
habitat, the agency has been working
on a recovery plan for the Hine’s
emerald dragonfly, she said. But Plater
said that isn’t enough.

A report to Congress this year showed
the dragonfly’s population has resumed
its decline after stabilizing following its
addition to the federal endangered

species list in 1995, he said.

The Hine’s emerald dragonfly is known
to exist only in Wisconsin, Illinois and
Missouri and in small pockets of
Michigan’s northeastern Lower
Peninsula, having disappeared from
Indiana and Ohio.

The largest known breeding area of the
insect is at the Ridges Sanctuary in
Door County, Wis.

The insect has bright emerald-green
eyes and a metallic green thorax, with
yellow stripes on its sides. Its body is
about 2.5 inches long, its wing span
about 3.3 inches.

Habitat loss is the biggest reason for
its decline, as wetlands in the Upper
Midwest have been drained for farming
and urban development. Other culprits
include logging, pipelines, off-road
vehicles and road construction.

Federal law requires that once a plant
or animal is listed as endangered, the
Fish and Wildlife Service must find and
protect locations essential to its
survival.

The agency acknowledges it is years
behind in identifying critical habitat for
hundreds of endangered and
threatened species, blaming funding
shortages and competing priorities.

Environmentalists have filed numerous
lawsuits to force action, which
government officials say forces them
to divert funds from more urgent tasks
such as adding species to the

endangered list.

“We have limited resources and direct
those to where we think it will have the
most benefit for the species,” Parham
said.

Plater contends the Bush administration
could get more money from Congress
for the endangered species program but
doesn’t want it.

Critical habitat has been designated for
only four of 68 endangered species in
the Great Lakes region, he said. In two
of those cases — the Niangua darter
and the piping plover — it happened
only after citizens filed petitions or sued.

Once critical habitat is selected, federal
agencies must consult with Fish and
Wildlife scientists before taking or
authorizing actions in the area that
might threaten the species, such as
issuing permits to drain wetlands.

The federal government doesn’t get
involved every time a sensitive area is
threatened, so critical habitat
designation is not ironclad protection,
Parham said. Plater said endangered
species fare much better with critical
habitat designation than without it.


