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   For the second time in as many
weeks, federal wildlife officials bowed
to national security concerns Tuesday
in deciding against designating habitat
protections for an endangered species
in the Inland region.
   The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
while saying some habitat for the Riv-
erside fairy shrimp exists on March Air
Reserve Base near Riverside, agreed
with Air Force concerns that an official
critical habitat designation for the tiny
crustacean could interfere with shuttling
Marines to Iraq.
   Such designations can require modi-
fications to operations to prevent harm-
ing the land needed by an imperiled
species to survive.
   "It was excluded based on consider-
ations of national security concerns and
continued operations of the base," said
Jane Hendron, a spokeswoman for the
wildlife service.
   At least 24,000 troops from Camp
Pendleton have been sent to Iraq this
year on planes that take off from March,
said Maj. Don Traud, a base spokes-
man.

   A seasonal, rain-filled pool that har-
bors the fairy shrimp is in an airfield zone
where ongoing maintenance is neces-
sary to ensure proper drainage, base
officials said in the agency's ruling. A
second pool elsewhere on the base had
been altered too much to make it bio-
logically valuable, Hendron said.
   The U.S. Endangered Species Act al-
lows for critical habitat exemptions for
military reasons. It was used last week
in deciding against habitat protections
for an endangered plant on land where
the Army wants to expand its tank-train-
ing center at Fort Irwin, north of
Barstow.
   Environmentalists say habitat desig-
nations are necessary to protect what
can be the last stands of a vanishing eco-
system that supports an imperiled spe-
cies.
   "It's too bad the fairy shrimp has to
be the one to pay the price," said
Monica Bond, a biologist with the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity in Idyllwild.
   In all, 306 acres of critical habitat
were designated for the fairy shrimp in
Ventura, Orange and San Diego coun-
ties.
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Fairy shrimp a risk to national security
MARCH AIR BASE: Officials say designating a home for the species will obstruct operations.


