
Environmental groups have 
followed through on a threat to 
sue the federal government over 
a natural gas pipeline that would 
cross about eight miles of roadless 
areas south of Silt.

Pitkin County commissioners 
also have joined in the suit, which 
was fi led in U.S. District Court in 
Denver on Wednesday against the 
U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management.

Groups filing the suit say it 
could serve as a national test 
case regarding the 2001 federal 
roadless rule.

The government approved the 
25.5-mile, 20-inch-diameter 
pipeline in early January. It would 
originate in northwest Gunnison 
County and cross roadless areas 
in the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre 
and Gunnison national forests and 
the White River National Forest. 

It would follow the right of way 
of a smaller, 1980s-era pipeline on 
its way north to a main line in the 
Divide Creek area south of Silt.
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that the pipeline would require 
violates the roadless rule.

“By playing word games and 
calling the road a ‘temporary use 
area’ or a ‘construction zone,’ the 
Forest Service is attempting to 
skirt the spirit and letter of the law 
to punch this project through,” 
said Robin Cooley, an attorney 
for Earthjustice, a legal group 
representing plaintiffs in the suit.

Besides Pitkin County, those 
plaintiffs include the Wilderness 
Workshop, Western Colorado 
C o n g r e s s ,  We s t e r n  S l o p e 
Environmental Resource Council, 
High Country Citizens Alliance and 
Center for Biological Diversity.

The BLM and Forest Service have 
maintained the designated route 
is legal and would disturb fewer 
acres than an alternative route that 
would follow an existing road.

Brad Robinson, president of 
Gunnison Energy, which would 
own half the pipeline, has indicated 
he thought environmental groups 
might sue if the pipeline were 
approved, which would delay 
construction.

Environmental groups also contend 
federal agencies failed to consider 
the effects of up to 282 gas wells 

that the pipeline would allow to 
be developed. Instead, they say, 
the agencies analyzed the effects 
of only 55 to 60 wells.

The pipeline would cross three 
roadless areas that are part of the 
120,000-acre Clear Fork Divide 
roadless complex, which connects 
the Grand and Battlement mesas to 
the West Elk Mountains.


