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TUPMAN -- It's an animal only five inches long, and weighs the same as a quarter, but the Buena Vista 
Lake shrew is at the center of a renewed debate over the critical habitat it needs to survive. 

A recent court settlement between the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Center for Biological Diversity is 
re-opening the debate over federally mandated critical habitat. 

"It sets up an official designated area that's part of the Endangered Species Act," said Steve Martarano, a 
spokesperson for the Fish & Wildlife Service. "Whenever a species is listed, an area of critical habitat has to 
be designated." 

The service originally made a determination on critical habitat for the shrew in 2005. It determined that only 
84 of a proposed 4,649 acres would be designated as critical habitat. But the center sued last year, arguing 
that the ruling was influenced by political tampering within the Bush administration. 

The settlement means critical habitat for the shrew will get a second look. 

"The settlement only requires the service to re-propose the original acreage, and it does not dictate the final 
determination of critical habitat," Martarano said. 

The agreement requires that the agency that is supposed to be protecting this rare mammal take a hard look 
at what is needed not only to keep this unique animal from extinction, but to increase the population to 
levels that ensure its survival, added Ileene Anderson, an ecologist for the Center for Biological Diversity, 
in a statement. 

While some would call the proposal the proverbial "untaming of the shrew," some local water agencies 
think it's an unneccesary waster of time, saying federal guidelines will limit flood control and provide 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes, among other effects. 

"The service might say you have to provide water from the Kern River to specific areas in order to provide 
habitat for the Buena Vista Lake shrew," said Robert Kunde of the Wheeler Ridge - Maricopa Water 
Storage Ditrict. "If they do that, that water comes out of water supplies available for agriculture." 

Of the five plots of land to be considered in the proposal, four are publicly owned, including a 2,800 acre 
water recharge area in Bakersfield's southwestern city limits. 

In its original decision, the FWS said the publicly-owned lands had adequate management plans to help 
sustain the shrew's population. Only an 84-acre privately owned plot near Mettler was designated as critical 
habitat. 
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Kunde says he's hoping for a similar outcome so that farming activities can "continue in ways that don't 
harm the shrew and that don't impact those activities for the benefit of Kern County citizens." 

The FWS has until mid-October to propose the critical habitat. After a public comment period, any change 
to the critical habitat designation must be approved by the service no later than March 2012. 
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