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SILVER CITY — Conservationists across the Southwest voiced concerns and opposition to the signing of a bill
that would allot $1.2 billion for the construction of hundreds of miles of fencing along the U.S.-Mexican border. 

President Bush signed the bill Wednesday that will provide funds for more vehicle barriers, lighting and
infrared cameras along the border. 

Conservation groups claim a wall would have detrimental impacts on wildlife. 

"This is a disaster for the jaguar, Mexican gray wolf, Sonoran pronghorn and all of the other wildlife species of
our borderlands," said Michael Finkelstein, executive director for the Center for Biological Diversity in Tucson,
in a news release. "The only thing the wall won't stop is people." 

Finkelstein said the wall will do nothing to address the underlying causes of illegal immigration, but will
definitively stop natural wildlife migration if it is built. 

He said The Secure Fence Act authorizes the construction of at least two layers of reinforced fencing from
Calexico, Calif., to Douglas, Ariz.; virtually the entire length of Arizona's border with Mexico. 

"The wall would bisect sensitive desert ecosystems, including the Sonoran and Chihuahuan deserts, and harm
habitats and species that do not recognize political boundaries," he said. 

Michael Robinson, coordinator for the Carnivore Conservation Campaign with the Center for Biological Diversity
in Pinos Altos, said the wall will be a catastrophe. 

"Jaguars are one of the species that are going to be impacted the most," he said. "Any jaguars in the United
States are completely dependent on additional jaguars migrating up from Mexico." 

Robinson said the wall could also affect smaller animals and migratory birds. 

"Birds migrate by the constellations. If there is a lot of light out there it will impact their ability to navigate,"
Robinson said. 

Robinson added that for the Mexican Gray Wolf Recovery Plan to succeed, it must take into account that the
majority of the wolf's range is in Mexico. 

"One of the most striking things is that the more people learn about the wall the less they like it," Robinson
said. "We think that a lot can be done to protect the border without militarizing it to this extent."


