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To protect blue whales, group seeks speed limits for ships
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VENTURA -- An environmental group asked the federal government Tuesday to set speed limits for ships passing through
the Santa Barbara Channel, where 10 times more blue whales have been spotted this year because of the abundance of
food source. 

The Center for Biological Diversity is asking that ships 65 feet or larger set their speed limit to 10 nautical miles per hour
in the channel. 

Current speed limits can vary along the shipping lanes that serve the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, among the
busiest in the world. 

The carcasses of three blue whales -- the world's largest creatures -- have been spotted in the past two weeks off the
Southern California coastline. All three appeared to have been struck by ships. 

"Whether the blue whales are being disoriented by military sonar, toxic algae or something else entirely, what is actually
killing them is speeding ships," said Brendan Cummings, oceans program director for the Center of Biological Diversity. 

A preliminary necropsy report confirmed that a third dead blue whale found floating in the Santa Barbara Channel last
week died after being struck by a ship. 

Further samples taken from the whale Saturday by biologists from the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, Sea
World and the Marine Mammal Center will determine whether domoic acid, found to be associated by algal blooms, is
disorienting the mammals. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has stated that military sonar was not the cause of death. 

Blue whales are regularly spotted in the Santa Barbara Channel, and they generally leave by the end of August. But this
year, whale watchers are seeing dozens at a time, perhaps because of ocean conditions that attract more krill, a food
source, to the area.


