
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
reported Friday that the western 
snowy plover, an endangered Pa-
cifi c Coast shorebird that is native 
to the Bay Area, has increased its 
numbers by nearly 50 percent since 
it was fi rst given Endangered Spe-
cies Act protections in 1993, but 
recommended that it should retain 
its status as threatened.

The tiny white-breasted shorebird, 
whose range extends from Mexico 
to Washington, has made a come-
back because of both its protection 
as an endangered species and the 
protection of critical habitats where 
it is found, according to Brent Plat-
er, Bay Area director for the Center 
for Biological Diversity.

The snowy plover can be found 
nesting in areas along Ocean Beach 
and Crissy Field in San Francisco, 
in private lands to the north and 
south of the city, and in restored salt 
ponds in the South Bay .

Though the snowy plover’s popula-
tions are expected to recover with 
the help of the Endangered Species 

Act protections and actions it fos-
ters among local communities, Plat-
er cautioned that there is no way to 
determine how long this will take. 
“We’re not quite at the point where 
we can declare our job fi nished,’’ he 
said.

The greatest threats facing the sur-
vival of the snowy plover, Plater 
said, are coastal habitat destruction 
through development, land specula-
tion and invasive species; the effects 
of recreation such as reckless driv-
ing on beaches and harassment from 
dogs not kept on leashes; and pre-
dation from species such as crows, 
whose populations have increased 
because of trash on beaches.

Snowy plovers dig shallow nests on 
beaches, which are not easily seen, 
Plater said, creating the possibility 
that people or dogs may unknow-
ingly disturb them. The best advice 
he gives for beach-goers is to not 
drive vehicles on the beach, to keep 
pets leashed, and to keep a watchful 
eye out for the birds. Signs are post-
ed at some locations where snowy 
plovers are known to nest, and Plat-
er recommends that people simply 

enjoy the birds at a safe distance.

While Plater is encouraged by the 
snowy plover’s resurgence, he is 
wary of complacency and continued 
human impacts.

“The question for all of us,’’ he re-
fl ected, “is are we willing to slightly 
modify our own behavior so that 
we can share coastal areas with the 
snowy plover and ensure that future 
generations have the opportunity to 
connect with this magnifi cent crea-
ture?’’
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