
Jun. 25--Some land owned by the Santa
Fe National Forest near the College of
Santa Fe could come up for sale, depend-
ing on the outcome of a debate in Con-
gress.

Proposed legislation would give the U.S.
secretary of agriculture broad powers to
sell Forest Service land, lookout sites,
visitors centers and other parcels.

"Our concern is this issue is not going to
be debated. This would reverse 100 years
of public ownership of these properties,"
said Erik Ryberg, a forest advocate with
the Center for Biological Diversity in
Tucson, Ariz ..

The Forest Service Facility Realignment
and Enhancement Act, a rider on the 2006
appropriations bill, allows the agriculture
secretary to sell, lease or exchange any
Forest Service lands or facilities and to
determine the extent of any environmen-
tal assessment on those properties.

Money from the sales would be used to
maintain existing facilities and complete
land exchanges.

So far, a 6- to 7-acre parcel with a couple
of buildings on Cerrillos Road, the site of
an old National Guard armory, is the only
Santa Fe National Forest site up for sale
or lease, according to Mike Frazier, di-
rector of recreation, lands and wilderness.
How the site will be disposed of hinges
on the enhancement act, Frazier said.

But the Forest Service is still finishing an
inventory to determine if others could be
sold in the future.

"All Forest Service offices nationwide are
looking at their administrative sites and
their recreation sites to see if all of them
are needed, if they meet health and safety
standards and are used by the public,"

said Karen Carter, a member of the pub-
lic relations and recreation staff at Cibola
National Forest.

On the Cibola, only a warehouse on a
long abandoned parcel of land on 12th
Street in downtown Albuquerque is up
for sale or exchange. The government is
working to exchange the old warehouse
for land owned by the nonprofit group
HawkWatch International, according to
Carter.

Under a 2002 Forest Service pilot pro-
gram, the agency has sold 11 excess ad-
ministrative sites around the country.

The current facilities realignment bill
would greatly expand the pilot program
and broaden the agriculture secretary's
control.

"This proposal will provide useful tools
for reducing the Forest Service adminis-
trative site maintenance backlog and im-
prove efficiency in our lands management
program," said Mark Rey, undersecretary
of natural resources, in testimony before
a House subcommittee on June 15.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M., is op-
posed to the bill's language, though he
supports allowing the Forest Service to
sell or exchange unneeded buildings and
land, according to staff. He is working on
an amendment to extend the pilot excess-
land program, but not allow sweeping
sales.
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