
 

  

 

Bill would draw target on wildlife 
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Endangered species Editorials

The title of U.S. Rep. Richard Pombo’s Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act is a ruse. 
Pombo is trying to cover up the most malevolent attack on America’s premier wildlife protection law since it 
was passed in 1973. 

If the Republican-led Congress passes this bill and President Bush signs it, the “safety net” that has kept 
many of America’s most treasured animals and plants from extinction would be gone. 

Survivors that owe their existence to the law include the bald eagle, grizzly bear, peregrine falcon, manatee, 
wolf and Florida panther. 

The law has protected nearly 1,300 lesser known species, too. Sometimes this irritates developers and 
landowners, yet the Endangered Species Act has provided a balance between interests. 

Opinion polls show that Americans support its restrictions on development that puts animals and plants at 
risk of being gone forever. 

Forty-one percent of the listed species have stabilized or even improved their numbers, an impressive 
record. 

Pombo’s bill would eliminate protections of critical habitat that species need to recover. It would allow the 
interior secretary — a political appointee — to override scientists in making decisions on species protection. 
Environmental groups and other critics say the legislation also would funnel excessive payments to 
developers in ways that would encourage them to make irresponsible plans for environmentally sensitive 
areas. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would receive little time to determine whether a proposed activity would 
threaten endangered species. The agency already is short-staffed, and meeting a deadline of a few weeks 
in some cases would be impossible. 

Pombo, a California Republican, is chairman of the House Resources Committee and in a position to deliver 
for the special interests that want the bill. The National Association of Home Builders, for instance, lauds 
Pombo’s proposal for eliminating habitat protections. 

If Congress passes this legislation, more species would go the way of the passenger pigeon — and America 
would backtrack on 30 years of progress in protecting the Earth’s rich diversity 


