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The Sierra Club and two other environmental groups are suing to stop the federal government from 
reopening a dirt road near Palm Springs that runs through the mountain habitat of an endangered type 
of bighorn sheep.  

Dunn Road has not been used in about eight years. In that time, part of the route in the Santa Rosa 
Mountains has become a birthing area for a population of Peninsular bighorn sheep, said Ileene 
Anderson, a biologist with the Center for Biological Diversity, one of the plaintiffs.  

The third plaintiff is the California Wilderness Coalition, based in Oakland.  

The groups fear that policy changes made six years ago by the federal Bureau of Land Management 
could allow the road to be reopened for commercial vehicles such as Jeep tours.  

Steve Razo, the BLM Southern California spokesman, said in a voice mail message that bureau 
officials could not comment because they first needed to review records pertaining to the road.  

Jim DeForge, executive director of the Bighorn Institute in Palm Desert, said that when the road was 
used for tours in the 1990s, sheep disappeared from the area.  

More than 42,000 tourists traveled on the road between 1995 and 1999, according to a BLM document.  

DeForge said he supports the lawsuit because tour operators and off-roaders want access to Dunn 
Road, which links Cathedral City, a town just southeast of Palm Springs, with a mountainous section 
of Highway 74.  

The road was established illegally in 1966. A lawsuit settlement in 1975 allowed limited access.  

In 2000, the BLM completed a temporary closure of the road, and private landowners who hold parts 
of the road also have denied public access, according to BLM records. In 2002, the BLM approved a 
policy that could allow the road to be reopened, the environmental groups contend.  

Peninsular bighorn sheep are listed as endangered because their numbers had dwindled to 280 in 1996. 
The population is now about 800, DeForge said.  

"But they still have a ways to go," he said.  

Reach David Danelski at 951-368-9471 or ddanelski@pe.com  
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