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City files appeal on ADWR Big Chino ruling 

By Cindy Barks
The Daily Courier

Friday, December 12, 2008

PRESCOTT - In an attempt to preserve its right to participate in an expected review of a state ruling on Big Chino water, the City of Prescott filed 
a request for administrative appeal of the decision this week.

The city's water attorneys filed the one-page "notice of appeal of agency action" with the Arizona Department of Water Resources Friday 
afternoon.

Among the points that the city is questioning in its notice is the determination by ADWR that Prescott has the right to 8,067 acre-feet of water 
per year from the Paulden-area Big Chino Sub-basin.

That was considerably less than the 9,500 acre-feet of Big Chino water that the city requested in its 2007 application to ADWR.

Even so, local officials - including those from Prescott's partner on the pipeline, Prescott Valley - have been relatively positive about the ADWR 
decision. All along, however, officials have stressed that they were mulling over the possibility of seeking a review.

On Friday morning, City Manager Steve Norwood noted that, while city officials were "still pleased with the decision, there were a couple of items 
we're going to ask for."

A joint statement that mayors from Prescott and Prescott Valley released this week expressed a similar view.

"The significance of this water supply to both Prescott and Prescott Valley requires us to actively participate in all levels of the administrative and 
legal review of Prescott's right to transport water from the Big Chino Sub-basin," Prescott Mayor Jack Wilson and Prescott Valley Mayor Harvey 
Skoog said in the joint statement.

And in a telephone interview Friday evening, Michael Pearce, one of the city's water attorneys, pointed out that the notice of appeal would make 
Prescott an active participant in the review process.

"We would like to be a full party and have an opportunity to tell our side of the story," Pearce said.

Along with a review of the amount of Big Chino water available to it, the city is asking ADWR to look at:

• The calculation of projected effluent long-term credits.

• The recitation of the city's contractual obligation to the Chino Valley Irrigation District.

• Clarification on the recovery of surface water.

Several dozen area residents earlier filed objections to Prescott's application, and many of those people have the right to file a similar notice of 
appeal to ADWR.

Along with the city's notice, ADWR reportedly received several others this week.

For instance, the Center for Biological Diversity sent out an e-mail late Friday, reporting that the Arizona Center for Law in the Public Interest had 
filed an administrative appeal on behalf of the Center, the Sierra Club, and 11 people who live within the Prescott Active Management Area.

According to the Center for Biological Diversity's press release, "The groups and individuals are concerned that the proposed pumping will 
eventually reduce the base flow of the upper Verde River, destroying the first 25 miles of the river's habitat and eliminating dependent wildlife."

Officials expect the administrative hearing to take place before an administrative law judge in the Arizona Office of Administrative Hearings by 
mid-February.

Since 2004, when Prescott bought land northwest of Paulden for its Big Chino Water Ranch, the city and the Town of Prescott Valley have been 
planning for a 30-mile pipeline to transport Big Chino water to the tri-city area.

Contact the reporter at cbarks@prescottaz.com 
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