
Big Chino Pipeline Progress to be Unveiled 
Written by Lauren Millette    
Monday, 11 August 2008 

Editor's Note: Please note that the location 
of this meeting is at the Hassayampa Inn in 
the Marina Room.  

Progress toward building a pipeline to import 
water from the Big Chino aquifer in Paulden 
will be the key focus at a joint workshop 
tomorrow involving Prescott and Prescott 
Valley councils.  

The meeting will begin with Big Chino 
Water Ranch Manager Jim Holt explaining 
the purpose of the project and giving an 
overview of the steps taken up to this point. 
Staff from both communities plan to make 
presentations to council members from there 
to elicit council conversation and questions in determining where to go from here.  

Time will be spent discussing the history behind the Prescott Active Management Area Safe Yield 
requirement and Big Chino Importation Authorization. Staff will follow with an overview on project 
design, including enginering, permitting and property acquisition processes. From there, staff will give 
updates on current Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) proceedings; the Prescott 
Assured Water Supply Application; and proposed Groundwater Transportation Rules.  

Staff also plans to delve into the general status of issues raised. This will include discussion of issues 
involving ADWR, U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFW), Salt River Project (SRP), the Center for Biological 
Diversity (CBD), and the town of Chino Valley . Chino Valley town officials originally were invited to 
participate in the pipeline project but said they could not afford to come on board at this time and were 
looking into other alternatives to increase the town's water portfolio. However, they have been meeting 
with key staff and mayors from Prescott and Prescott Valley over the past several months to talk about 
unifying efforts on the pipeline project. Although they were not invited to participate in tomorrow's 
joint workshop, Chino Valley Mayor Karen Fann says she and several of the town's department heads 
plan to attend and take detailed notes.  

Before Prescott and Prescott Valley council members dive into discussion on what direction staff 
members need to proceed next, staff plans to talk about project financing, including expenditures up to 
this point and financing alternatives.  

The workshop is scheduled from 1 to 2:30 p.m. tomorrow in council chambers at the Hassayampa Inn 
in the Marina Room. 

Big Chino Water Ranch Manager Jim Holt speaks to Prescott City Council 
about the pipeline project. 
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