
 
 

Local officials express confidence about status of Big Chino pipeline

 
By Cindy Barks 
The Daily Courier 
 
Wednesday, August 13, 2008 
 
 
PRESCOTT - Now about $34.5 million into their $170 million Big Chino water pipeline project, officials from Prescott and Prescott Valley 
gathered this week to hear an update on the progress to date. 
 
Nearly 100 staff members and interested residents joined town and city council members at the Hassayampa Inn Tuesday for the 
workshop discussion, which was the two councils' first joint meeting in decades. 
 
And throughout the meeting, officials expressed optimism about the project, as well as the two communities' working relationship. 
 
Michael Pearce, an outside water attorney, set the tone for the discussion during his report on the status of Prescott's application to the 
Arizona Department of Water Resources for a modification of designation of assured water supply. 
 
The modification was necessary in order to include the water that the city plans to import from the Paulden-area Big Chino Basin in the 
amount that the state department deems is "physically available" to Prescott. 
 
Pearce reported that the application for modification, which the city filed in October 2007, is nearly ready for the necessary public review 
process. 
 
And he maintained that the city's case looks good for approval by the state department. 
 
"Our ecological study is well-done," Pearce told the two councils. "It shows that the water is available to us." He added: "At the moment, 
the regulatory atmosphere is showing kindly on us." 
 
Within 10 days, Pearce said he expects ADWR to complete its extensive review of the application, and kick off the public comment period. 
 
Doug Dunham, ADWR's deputy assistant director for water management, agreed on Wednesday that the department is in the final phases 
of review.  
 
Even so, Dunham was uncertain when ADWR would begin the public comment phase. He explained that the department still must review 
additional information from Prescott, which the city submitted in the past several days. 
 
Depending on the results of that review, Dunham said it was possible the public review period could begin in 10 days. But if, for instance, 
ADWR has further questions for the city, Dunham said the department could halt the process to allow for a response. 
 
Once ADWR deems its review complete, Dunham said the department would advertise the public process for two weeks, after which the 
public would have 15 days to comment. 
 
On the matter of possible legal challenges to the pipeline, the city's water attorneys also appeared confident. 
 
For example, water attorney Norm James emphasized that nearly four years have gone by since the Center for Biological Diversity's 2004 
threat of a lawsuit over the pipeline, and so far, he said, "No suit has been filed, and I doubt if there will be a lawsuit filed." 
 
James contended that the language in the Endangered Species Act, which the Center for Biological Diversity cited in its initial intent to 
sue, would not lend itself to a lawsuit over the pipeline. 
 
"We don't see the basis for a lawsuit," James said during a press conference that took place after the joint council workshop. Even so, he 
allowed, "Does that mean that a frivolous lawsuit won't be filed? No." 
 
On Wednesday, Michelle Harrington, the rivers conservation manager for the Center for Biological Diversity, said the organization 
"remains in a position to file a lawsuit, should that be necessary." 
 
She pointed out that the Center has long pushed Prescott and Prescott Valley for a mitigation plan to avert possible future negative 
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impacts from the pumping to the flow of the Verde River. If such a plan occurs before the two communities begin construction of the 
pipeline, Harrington said a lawsuit might not be necessary. 
 
But, she added, "The best available science indicates that the cities' pumping in the Big Chino will eventually lead to a reduction in stream 
flow in the upper Verde River." 
 
And so far, Harrington said, "I have seen no indication" that the two communities are doing anything beyond their assertion that they 
plan to move forward with pumping. 
 
Local officials have stated that they want to have ADWR's designation of assured water supply in hand before moving forward with 
construction contracts for the pipeline. 
 
Prescott Big Chino Project Manager Jim Holt has reported that the city is still about a year away from awarding contracts for the 30-mile 
pipeline - a construction project that he said would take about two years to complete. 
 
Contact the reporter at cbarks@prescottaz.com  
 
 
 

 
Related Links

Content © 2008 Daily Courier/dCourier.com
Software © 1998-2008 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved

Page 2 of 2The Daily Courier | Local officials express confidence about status of Big Chino pipeline

8/14/2008http://www.dcourier.com/print.asp?ArticleID=58181&SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1

sstallings
Underline

sstallings
Underline


