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Anchorage, AL (AHN) - According to a news release from the Center for Biological Diversity, the National Marine Fisheries Service
has proposed to add the Cook Inlet beluga whale to the endangered species list in response to a petition filed by a conservation
organizations.

As Anchorage has become largely industrialized, this unique population of beluga has dwindled in numbers from 1,300 in the 1980s
to less than 300 in existence now.

The Center for Biological Diversity is calling for supporters of its initiative to let the Bush administration know that the Cook beluga
should go on the proposed list under the Endangered Species Act. It also adds that pollution and other disturbances from oil and gas
production and various types of industrial development must be regulated within the Cook Inlet to save this whale from extinction.

On the Center's webpage, actionnetwork.org, the letter of support says, "I strongly support your proposal to list the Cook Inlet beluga
whale as an endangered species under the Endangered Species Act. The beluga whales of Cook Inlet should be protected as the
national treasure that they are. Absent the protections of the Endangered Species Act, this irreplaceable population of whales will be
condemned to extinction."

It goes on to say, "Because the habitat of these imperiled whales is threatened by oil and gas, coal, and other industrial development,
protection of the whale's habitat is paramount. There is no excuse for the National Marine Fisheries Service to delay designation of
critical habitat for the beluga. The Cook Inlet beluga whale has waited too long for the full protections of the law it needs to survive
and recover. For these reasons I request that you immediately finalize the listing of the Cook Inlet beluga whale as endangered and
designate its critical habitat."

Cook Inlet keeper Bob Shavelson said in a statement, "This decision will ultimately lead to more funding for the long-delayed
research needed to ensure the Cook Inlet beluga has a fighting chance at long-term survival."

"The Endangered Species Act is our country's most effective law for wildlife protection and recovery," said Brendan Cummings, an
attorney with the Center for Biological Diversity. "Applying the tools of the Act to beluga recovery is the best hope for this highly
imperiled whale."

"The government's decision allows Cook Inlet beluga recovery to be governed by science, where it belongs. We're confident that
beluga recovery and human activity in Cook Inlet can coexist, and today's decision will bring funding and research to this critical
challenge," said Randy Virgin, executive director of Alaska Center for the Environment.


