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BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Help the Center for Biological Diversity introduce Bay Area residents to local endangered species. The Golden Gate
National Recreation Area contains more federally threatened and endangered species than any other unit of the National
Park System in the continental United States, yet most Bay Area residents are unaware of this. The Center for Biological
Diversity will be assisting former Center staff attorney Brent Plater, who is launching an exciting project that will connect
people with the Bay Area's endangered species. The project is called the 2008 GGNRA Endangered Species Big Year.
The goal is to introduce people to each and every one of the 34 federally listed threatened or endangered species found in
the park area, within Marin, San Francisco and San Mateo Counties. Listed species within the area include the California
red-legged frog, San Francisco garter snake, Coho salmon, steelhead trout, tidewater goby, northern spotted owl,
California brown pelican, peregrine falcon, marbled murrelet, western snowy plover, mission blue butterfly, San Bruno
elfin butterfly, bay checkerspot butterfly, California freshwater shrimp, and Presidio clarkia. The gateway for the project
will be a Web site hosted by the Center where people can download a "checklist" of the species, learn about ethical
wildlife watching, and sign up for guided trips to see the many species that call the Golden Gate National Recreation Area
home. People will be able to upload their sightings, compare them to other Big Year "competitors," and even compare
their list to those of a few celebrity participants. The project needs your help, and right now the most pressing need is help
with publicity. Most of the field trips for 2008 are already prepared. Please contact Brent Plater at bplater@ggu.edu or
415-572-6989 if you would like to become part of this exciting project, which promises to encourage people to be good
neighbors to the incredible diversity of life in the Golden Gate area.


