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Bastimentos Island, Panama (AHN) - Bastimentos Island is home to clear beaches that are the primary breeding habitats for
endangered leatherback, green and hawksbill turtles. But, the development boom in the area is affecting its sensitive marine and
terrestrial habitats.

The latest development in U.S.-fueled construction is the high-end luxury resort, Red Frog Beach Club for tourists. The club is a
development corporation in the process of constructing condominiums and luxury villas on the northern coast of the island.

The firm is seeking approval from Panama's national environmental agency, ANAM, to begin phase two of its project, which would
include 800 more residential units, luxury hotel facilities and a marina.

The Center for Biological Diversity, however, claims that this kind of massive development on the beachfront would have a
considerable negative effect on Bastimentos' sensitive rainforest, beach, and coral reef. Along with that, it would also affect the lives
of the native people living in the area, the Ngobe-Bugle, who have protested against the Frog Beach Club development. The culture of
these indigenous people is directly linked to the Island's bays, reefs, and mangroves.

Part of Bastimentos and its encircling marine habitat was named a national marine park in 1988. Those areas that are not considered
part of the designated national park are buffer zones, in which development is strictly regulated.

A statement by the Center for Biological Diversity said on its website, "But Red Frog Beach Club, located in the buffer zone of strict
development regulation, is intent upon significantly expanding its luxury resort operations. If ANAM approves phase two of Red Frog
Beach Club, Bastimentos will begin its slide toward rampant, unsustainable development, and the island's array of unique marine,
coastal and terrestrial habitats and species will be set on a path to degradation and possible extinction."

The Center is prompting biodiversity activists and the general public to join them in an international movement designed to ensure that
ANAM does not approve phase two of the Red Frog Beach project on Bastimentos Island.


