
 
 

Bald eagle numbers show promise 
Questions of habitat preservation, mortality remain 
 
By Steve Ayers 
Staff Reporter 
 
Monday, August 10, 2009 
 

CAMP VERDE - The Arizona Game & Fish Department 
is reporting another record year for its bald eagle 
recovery program.  
 
In their final count for 2009, the agency reported a 
record number of eggs laid, and eggs hatched, and 
the second best year ever for fledglings taking to the 
sky. 
 
With the last eaglet leaving its nest at Woods 
Canyon Lake last week, the final counts are: 77 eggs 
laid, 67 hatched and 47 taking flight. 
 
"I credit all the hard work of the 22 partners and in 
Southwest Bald Eagle Management Committee for 
the last five, 10, 15 years or more," said Ken 
Jacobson, bald eagle management coordinator for 
Game & Fish. "The increases we see today are a 
result of work done years ago." 
 
According to Game & Fish, the population of desert 
nesting bald eagles in Arizona has risen 400 percent 
in the 30 years since the state began intensively 
managing the birds. 
 
However, although the numbers are encouraging, at 
least one organization cautions not to read too much 
into them. 
 
"We are elated we have 47 fledglings, but it looks 
like the population numbers are leveling off," says 
Robin Silver with the Center for Biological Diversity. 
"The fact is their habitat is still deteriorating and 
mortality rates for both adults and juveniles still 
remain high." 
 
Game & Fish reported 43 fledglings in 2007, 53 in 
2008 and 47 in 2009. 
 
As Silver points out, and Jacobson agrees, the 
mortality rate for those fledglings is believed to be 

George Andrejko/Arizona Game and Fish In a pending suit 
with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service the Center for 
Biological diversity argues that the southwest desert 
nesting bald eagle is a Distinct Population Segment -- a 
designation that would allow them continued protection 
under the Endangered Species Act, in spite of the fact all 
other bald eagles in the continental United State have 
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about 75 percent from the time they leave the nest 
to the time they reach breeding age at 5 years old. 
 
"They were endangered in years past and they still 
are," Silver says. 
 
In 2007, the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service removed all 
bald eagles in the United States from the 
endangered species list. 
 
Since than, the Center for Biological Diversity has 
fought a running legal battle with USFWS to keep 
Arizona's desert nesting bald eagles listed. 
 
The Center has argued that threats to habitat 
continue to stall recovery, and that Arizona's desert 
eagles are a distinct population segment, a 
designation that would warrant continue protection 
under the Endangered Species Act.  
 
The USFWS must issue a finding by Oct. 12 as to 
whether the desert nesting bald eagle should be 
listed a distinct population segment. 
 
"If their finding is anything less than declaring them 
to be a distinct population segment, with continued 
protection, then we will be back in court," Silver 
says. 
 
Of the four nesting sites in the Verde Valley, all 
came up empty this year.  
 
The Ladders site, upstream from Clarkdale, and the 
Towers site, 10 miles south of Camp Verde, were 
both occupied by breeding pairs but no eggs were 
laid.  
 
A relatively new nesting site on private land 

upstream from Clarkdale showed one egg, but it failed in March. The fourth nesting site, downstream from 
Beasley Flat, also contained one egg. It failed in April. 
 
"We didn't have a great year up here," noted Albert Sillas, biologist for the Forest Service. "There is a high 
mortality rate throughout an eagle's life, but the time between hatching and fledging is the most critical." 
 

 

 

been taken off the list.
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