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Eagles soar while species protections sink
On the cusp of declaring victory for the recovery of the bald eagle under the Endangered Species Act, the Supremes issued
a ruling Monday that enviros say will weaken protection of the nation's most vulnerable species. 

After coming close to vanishing in the lower 48, U.S. bald eagle populations in recent years have soared (oh my, we could
use so many birdy verbs for this!). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is expected at any minute to remove them from the
list of endangered species, where they've roosted for the past 40 years. 

Says Kieran Suckling, policy director of the Center for Biological Diversity, in a press release:

"The bald eagle's recovery from the edge of extinction is one of the world's great conservation success stories." 

That's all well and good. But Monday the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of the National Association of Home Builders
in a case against the Defenders of Wildlife, an enviro group. The argument was whether the Endangered Species Act
could be trumped by other federal laws, in this case the EPA's Clean Water Act, which was being enforced by an Arizona
state agency. (Check out this AP story in the Houston Chronicle for more details.) The 5-4 answer from the court was, in
short, yes. 

The question of course is what does this mean on the ground, in the rivers and up the trees. We'll have to see. 

But let's get back to eagles. The Center for Biological Diversity has put together some cool info on the birds, figuring out
that the population now tops 11,000 pairs and that Washington's population ranks fourth behind Florida, Minnesota and
Wisconsin with more than 800 pairs.

More from CBD:

Half a million bald eagles inhabited the United States when the pilgrims arrived. Though the bird was made the U.S.
national symbol on June 20, 1782, it suffered terrible abuses due to the mistaken belief that it was a dangerous predator. It
was fed to hogs in Maine, shot from airplanes in California, poisoned in South Dakota, and hunted under a 50-cent bounty
in Alaska. One hundred thousand eagles were killed in Alaska alone between 1917 and 1950....


