
Legal Eagles

For all you animal lovers who don’t obsessively check the Fish and Wildlife Service’s homepage like us Plenty staffers
do, here’s a bit of breaking news: After a 30-year tenure on the list of threatened and endangered species, bald eagles are
being booted out of their federally protected nests.

Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne announced today that the FWS has decided to remove the bald eagle from the
list of species protected under the Endangered Species Act. 

From an FWS press release:

“Today I am proud to announce: the eagle has returned,” said Secretary Kempthorne. “In 1963, the lower
48 states were home to barely 400 nesting pairs of bald eagles. Today, after decades of conservation
effort, they are home to some 10,000 nesting pairs, a 25-fold increase in the last 40 years. Based on its
dramatic recovery, it is my honor to announce the Department of Interior’s decision to remove the
American Bald Eagle from the Endangered Species List.”

The decision comes shortly after the Center for Biological Diversity released a report saying that bald eagle populations
had reached more than 11,000 pairs in the contiguous US—a huge leap from an abysmal 400 in the ‘60s. But that number
is a far cry from the 100,000 birds that flew through American skies 200 years ago, before populations were decimated by
hunting, habitat destruction, and the use of DDT. 

The bird will continue to have some legal protection under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (which prohibit taking, selling, killing, or harming eagles). But the FWS is considering allowing a limited
take of bald and golden eagles (meaning some could be removed from the wild) and is currently accepting public
comments on this proposal.

We’re hoping that eagle populations are strong enough to soar on their own without federal protections. Otherwise,
America will have to find itself another, more abundant, national symbol. The squirrel, perhaps? Those guys are
everywhere.


